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PROJECT

Participant: SAVEZ ANTIFASISTICKIH BORACA | ANTIFASISTA
REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE (SABH RH)

PIC number: 920501386

The role and the position of the victim in Croatian,

Project name and acronym: Slovenian and ltalian society — Role of victim

EVENT DESCRIPTION
Event number: WP6
Event name: RESEARCH ON POSITION OF VICTIMS IN SOCIETY IN CROATIA
Type: Students’ research
In situ/online: in-situ
Location: Zagreb, Croatia
Date(s): February — April 2025

Uloga i polozaj Zrive - Savez antifasisti¢kih boraca i antifasista
Republike Hrvatske

Website(s) (if any):

Participants
Female: 24
Male: 6
Non-binary: = -

From country 1 [Croatia]: = 30
Total number of participants: = 30 From total number of countries: = 1

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

Since 2022, Documenta coordinates a mentorship programme for the students of the Faculty of
Political Science in Zagreb, in cooperation with prof. Neboj$a Blanusa. For the year 2025, the
mentorship programme focused on a reflection on the roles and positions of victims in Croatian
society, following the created methodology.

Among the proposed activities in the programme, the students participated to a guided tour in the city
of Zagreb, which focused on the challenges of memorialization of WWII victims in the city. After the
guided tour, the students had the task to choose one of the visited locations and prepare a creative
proposal on how to improve memorialization and remembrance practices with the aim of making the
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location more relevant and visible in the urban context of the city. The proposals of the students were
included in D18 (National research document).

Among the locations visited, some of the most relevant include:

- Botanical gardens: site of one of the most prominent actions of the resistance movement in the city
of Zagreb. Today the memorials present at the locations are worn and damaged by natural elements,
and are not visible and known by the citizens.

- Square of the Victims of Fascism: the square is interesting as it changed its name over time —
depending on political changes -, and it is one of the few locations in Zagreb dedicated to victims of
WWII. Around the square, are different buldings that were used as prisons for enemies of the Ustasha
regime, which are today completely forgotten and not memorialized.

- Zagreb Synagogue: the Synagogue of Zagreb was completely demolished by the Ustasha forces in
1941 and has been never rebuilt. Today, there is only a small memorial plague on the site.

- Zagrebacki zbor: from June 1941, the location was used as a transit camp for Jews, Serbs,
communists, and members of the resistance, before their internment into different concentration
camps. This location is today part of a students' complex and there is no mention of the history of the
people who were interned there during WWII.

The focus on forgotten and less memorialized locations contributed to motivate the students to look for
alternative and innovative ways and solutions how to further engage with the remembrance of the
victims of WWII in the context of the city they live in.

27 students participated in the research, 3 mentors were involved from Documenta and the Faculty of
Political Sciences (Alice Straniero, Tena Banjeglav, NebojSa Blanusa).
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