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Introduction
There is no democracy without Anti-fascism

The Alliance of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Anti-Fascists of Croatia 
organised the two-day International Conference ‘Fascism and Anti-
Fascism Today’ on 20–21 February 2020 in Zagreb’s Panorama Hotel, 
which was attended by representatives of anti-fascist organisations 
and associations from 15 European countries: Vilmos Hanti, President 
of the FIR (International Federation of Resistance Fighters), Dan-
Viggo Bergtun, President of the WVF (World Veterans Federation), 
Siniša Hajdaš Dončić, Vice President of the Croatian Parliament, as 
an envoy of Zoran Milanović, State Secretary Juro Martinović, envoy 
of the Prime Minister of Croatia, Zdravko Vladanović, envoy of the 
Minister of Croatian Veterans, former President of Croatia Stjepan Mesić, 
Ambassador of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Croatia Anvar 
Azimov, Slavko Kojić, envoy of the Mayor of Zagreb, Budimir Lončar, 
the last Minister of Foreign Affairs of Yugoslavia, Milorad Pupovac, 
member of Croatian Parliament, Zoran Pusić, President of the Croatian 
Anti-Fascist League Ognjen Kraus, President of the Coordination of 
Jewish Communities in Croatia, Eugen Jakovčić, Documenta’s envoy, 
Katarina Peović, President of the Workers’ Front, and participants 
in the People’s Liberation Struggle: Zdenko Dumančić, Ivan Fumić, 
Budimir Lončar, and Ivan Vučković.

The conference was opened by Franjo Habulin, President of the 
Association of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Anti-Fascists of Croatia (SABA 
RH), and chaired by the Working Presidency of the Conference, con-
sisting of Jovan Vejnović, President of the Working Presidency and 
President of SABA’s International Relations Committee, and mem-
bers Franjo Habulin, President of SABA RH, and Bojan Pahor, Vice 
President of the Alliance of Associations of Fighters for the Values of 
the People’s Liberation Movement of Slovenia.
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The participants of the International Conference were greeted by 
the Vice President of the Croatian Parliament Siniša Hajdaš Dončić, 
the envoy of the Prime Minister of Croatia Juro Martinović, the former 
President of the Republic of Croatia Stjepan Mesić, and the Ambassador 
of the Russian Federation to the Republic of Croatia Anvar Azimov.

Presentations at the Conference were also submitted by university 
professors Ivo Goldstein, PhD, and Hrvoje Klasić, PhD, as well as 
Zoran Pusić, President of the Croatian Anti-Fascist League.

Representatives of the anti-fascists of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia, North Macedonia, Serbia, SABNOR 
in the Sarajevo Canton, the Association of Italian Prisoners of War, 
the Association of Italian Anti-Fascists, the Association of Carinthian 
Partisans, and the Association of Russian Veterans also addressed the 
audience.

In their speeches, the participants of the International Conference 
‘Fascism and Anti-Fascism in Europe Today’ condemned the strength-
ening of the extreme right and its attacks on the democratic values of 
Europe.

After two days of work, the participants of the International 
Conference adopted a declaration in which they expressed their determi-
nation to preserve the values of anti-fascism and condemn the historical 
revisionism becoming stronger in many European countries.

In his introductory speech, Franjo Habulin, President of SABA 
RH, emphasized that European countries were facing what cannot be 
characterized as anything other than neo-fascism. ‘Some are flirting with 
Nazism, relativizing its original criminal being, and introducing into 
public life not only symbols, but also fascism itself, which we believed 
was defeated 75 years ago. Along with the resurgence of fascism, we are 
also witnessing the systematic suppression of anti-fascism, masked by 
forcing the condemnation of communism, and equating communism 
with fascism. In doing so, they are using obvious untruths, because the 
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communists played notable roles in many resistance movements, and in 
Yugoslavia they even initiated the movement, leading it to a victorious 
end. The fact that communism is an ideology and a view of the world 
that was never realized is persistently ignored, unlike fascism whose 
ideas were immediately implemented. The media, publications, and the 
education system, and often also churches, play an extremely detrimental 
role in relativizing the criminal character of fascism and at the same time 
demonizing anti-fascism, all with the tacit consent of some democratic 
governments and active participation of the EU. In such circumstances, 
it is necessary for anti-fascists to raise their voices in protest against 
what is happening under the cloak of democracy, which is nothing other 
than preparing the ground for the suppression of democracy and the 
restoration of fascism with the abuse of democratic institutions. Does 
anyone else need to be convinced that anti-fascism is a permanent 
value system, primarily a human, and not a political commitment; that 
without anti-fascism there is no democracy, because the survival of 
democracy is conditioned by the suppression of fascism,’ said Habulin.

Vilmos Hanti, President of the International Federation of Resistance 
Fighters (FIR), warned that antifascism must be a fundamental value 
of modern society and stressed the need for a common struggle against 
fascism, which, although defeated 75 years ago by force of arms, is 
returning today. ‘We must use this conference to emphasize who has 
to do what in order to prevent the spread of neo-fascism, from securing 
financial resources and strengthening anti-fascist organizations to cre-
ating new programmes that will cover future generations. We defeated 
fascism 75 years ago, and now we must not sit idly by.’ He spoke of the 
anti-fascist struggle in Hungary, in which the opposition is uniting and 
growing ever stronger, because if it is fragmented, it cannot enter the 
parliament and change the direction in which the country is headed. 
He also stressed increasingly good cooperation with the Jobbik party, 
which was extreme ten years ago and is now approaching the political 
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centre, making it less of a problem than the government. ‘We have 
learned the lesson that we must work with everyone who stands for 
the struggle against fascism,’ claimed Hanti.

Dan Wiggo Bergtun, President of the WVF (World Veterans 
Federation), said that ‘peace is best described by those who have felt 
the effects of the war,’ stressing the importance of the organization, 
made up of 600 associations with 60 million members. He pointed to 
the flourishing of the extreme right in some countries, such as Sweden, 
where up to 25 per cent of voters would vote for the extreme right. 
‘That is why we must fight together against the extreme right,’ Bergtun 
underlined.

It was pointed out at the Conference that ‘it is a sad paradox that 
less than three months before the 75th anniversary of the victory over 
Nazi-fascism in Europe, fascism and anti-fascism must be discussed 
in that same Europe.’

The International Federation of Resistance Fighters (FIR) also con-
demned the crime in the German city of Hanau, in which a 43-year-old 
extreme right-winger killed at least nine people, and then his mother 
and himself. Condolences were expressed to the relatives and friends 
of the victims, and at the same time, responsible politicians and civil 
society actors, as well as all anti-fascist organizations were asked to 
send a clear signal that racist violence has no place in society.

The Declaration, adopted by the participants of the International 
Conference and which will be sent to the parliaments and govern-
ments of European countries, the European Council and the European 
Commission, expressed determination to preserve the values of anti-fas-
cism and condemned historical revisionism, which is growing in a 
number of European countries.

In this document, we publish the presentations given by the partic-
ipants of the International Conference, and the Declaration adopted 
by the participants of the Conference.
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Franjo Habulin
President of the Alliance of 
Anti-fascist Fighters and Anti-fascists 
of the Republic of Croatia

Conference opening

Distinguished guests, participants of the International Conference 
Fascism and Anti-Fascism in Europe Today, I am extending my cordial 
greetings to you.

Today, I am especially pleased to welcome: Deputy Speaker of the 
Croatian Parliament Siniša Hajdaš Dončić, Envoy of the Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Croatia Mr. Juro Martinović, State Secretary at the 
Ministry of Justice and Envoy of the Minister of Croatian Veterans 
Mr. Zdravko Bradanović, former President of the Republic of Croatia 
Stjepan Mesić, Envoy of the City of Zagreb Mr. Slavko Kojić.

It is a special pleasure to welcome among us the President of the 
World Veterans Federation Mr. Vigo Bergtun, and the President of 
the International Federation of Resistance Fighters – Association of 
Anti-fascists Mr. Vilmos Hanti.

It is with special pleasure that I greet our comrades, fighters here 
present – participants in the People’s Liberation Struggle: comrade 
Zdenko Dumančić, comrade Ivan Fumić, comrade Budimir Lončar 
and comrade Ivan Vučković.
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I am extending my greetings to all delegations of anti-fascist 
associations that accepted our invitation to participate in today’s con-
ference: the delegation of ANPI-FIR Belgium, Alliance of Associations 
of Fighters for the Values of the People’s Liberation Movement of 
Slovenia, Association of Carinthian Partisans and Friends of Anti-fascist 
Resistance Austria, Alliance of Associations of Fighters of the People’s 
Liberation Struggle (SUBNOR) Serbia, Slovak Alliance of Anti-fascist 
Fighters, Alliance of Anti-fascist Fighters of Northern Macedonia, 
Alliance of Russian Veterans, Alliance of Associations of Fighters of 
the People’s Liberation Struggle (SUBNOR) Montenegro, Alliance of 
Associations of Fighters of the People’s Liberation Struggle (SUBNOR) 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Alliance of Associations of Fighters of the 
People’s Liberation Struggle (SUBNOR) Sarajevo Canton, and National 
Association of Partisans Italy.

I welcome and extend my sincere greetings to you all.
I wish you a pleasant stay in the Republic of Croatia and the City 

of Zagreb.
Dear friends, I wish you a successful conference.
Thank you!
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Siniša Hajdaš Dončić
Deputy Speaker of the Croatian 
Parliament

Ladies and gentlemen, anti-fascist comrades, I extend to you greetings 
on my own behalf, and as the Vice Speaker of the Croatian Parliament.

Thank you for inviting me to this convention and also for your efforts 
to draw attention through this conference to anti-fascism, which is a 
lasting value that represents the foundations of our European com-
munity of peoples and not to forget that the European Union in the 
last 70 years is actually a community of peace. And peace is something 
most valuable and something that is the most humane in these areas, 
a Europe without war. Also, today certain people are trying to distort 
the past – both in Croatia and in other European countries.

In Croatia we see almost on a daily basis how various fascist insig-
nia and rhetoric are gradually creeping into our daily lives. We saw in 
the recent past that some streets named after the peoples’ liberation 
struggle, streets named after our heroes, have been simply erased and 
forgotten because ‘we do not need any ideological symbols’; this is the 
covert fascism that exists in the European and Croatian ‘main’ area.

Therefore, there exists a historical revisionism that is attempting 
to erase the heritage of anti-fascism and the anti-fascist movement in 
Croatia, in our community. And I will remind you of what is written 
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in the Constitution: the foundations of the state sovereignty of the 
Republic of Croatia were established during World War II, expressed 
in opposition to the proclamation of the Independent State of Croatia 
(1941) and in the decisions of the State Anti-Fascist Council for the 
People’s Liberation of Croatia (1943). Hopefully, this is our final return 
to the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia.

Hence, along with the Homeland War, anti-fascism is the founda-
tion of the Croatian state, and the Independent State of Croatia is not. 
Everyone must be aware of this fact, especially political parties and 
politicians who create a certain social order in our country. Sometimes, 
in the Parliament, when we see some jokers who, with their word, I 
will not say with their deeds, try to deal with revisionism – we have 
all built up some kind of protective mechanism, so that goes in one 
ear and out the other.

But let us not forget that fascist movements in Europe never came 
to power on their own, but were aided by large mainstream political 
parties.

Today, they don’t necessarily have to be the so-called blackshirts 
marching around cities with Nazi insignia and bludgeoning political 
dissidents; although, let’s be honest, they do still exist, as we can see 
in different forms of public space.

In fact, in Europe we have different combinations of the so-called 
alt-right, we have many racist groups, we have growing xenophobia, 
an anti-immigrant mood, something is constantly fuelled, anti-Sem-
itism is growing, societies are closing themselves in, especially from 
anything ‘different’, all of it through an irresponsible populist emphasis 
of divisions and with the spread of hate speech and thus attempting 
to take over political power and authority. What I personally find 
particularly important and different – fascist movements and Nazis 
would never have come to power were they not supported by major 
and large political options. Without mainstream political parties, they 
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have no chance and success and remain on the margins of society and 
on the margins of politics.

However, about ten days ago in Germany, in one provincial election, 
the power of the far right AfD lasted for one or two days; I think this 
was in a coalition with the Liberals and the Christian Democrats. 
And it happened. Again, it was precisely out of self-interest that the 
mainstream political power allowed the far right to try to govern one 
province in Germany. It lasted only one day, but precisely because of 
the voice of the public… I emphasise, the voice of the public, the media 
must be strong and the academic community and all of us anti-fascists, 
we must warn where we live and we must prevent such phenomena.

I could now mull over whether it is a consequence of some economic 
fascism or exploitation, whether it is actually climate change that has 
definitely arisen from that rough part of capitalism, the one in its 
worst forms. I like the Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz, 
who gave a nice interview a few days ago where he called on all the 
progressive forces of Europe and the world to combat climate change, 
with a very interesting sentence that dates back to 1941 and draws a 
parallel, quote: ‘What if, for example, free, western countries at that 
time began to think about how much it would cost us per employee, 
how much energy we would consume, how much raw material, would 
we have any profit if we opposed Nazi Germany? No one calculated 
the economic cost of entering World War II.’

I also think that one of the ‘anti-fascisms’ of the 21st century is actu-
ally the combat against climate change, where we should not ask how 
much it costs to have our whole humanity stop and return to certain 
natural laws. Fascism is also what stems from callous capitalism and 
expropriation, and it is in fact only a story about gaining profit, about 
economic growth, with no respect to the postulates of development.

In the end, I believe you will have a successful conference. Thank 
you again for the invitation and enjoy! Thank you very much!
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Juro Martinović
Envoy of the Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Croatia

I was given the honour to extend greetings to you, your guests, and 
your members at this conference on behalf of the Prime Minister of 
the Republic of Croatia Mr. Andrej Plenković, and on my own behalf.

The topic you have chosen is interesting to me, I assume that the 
people you have gathered are relevant, and I hope that you’ll arrive at 
some good positions and conclusions at this conference, and adopt the 
declaration you’ve announced.

I would like this declaration, your views and conclusions to be, in 
a way, an orientation point for European country leaders in creating 
both national and European policies. Along with that, I also wish you 
a successful conference overall.
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Stjepan Mesić
Former President of the Republic of 
Croatia

Ladies and gentlemen, comrades, distinguished presidency, I am glad 
to be here today, because we may be running a little behind with these 
topics. Let’s be honest, the spectre of fascism is circulating in Europe 
and beyond Europe: And the spectre of ‘Ustasha-isation’ has been 
circulating in Croatia for a long time, but resistance is too small and 
the problem that may arise can grow into something we can no longer 
resolve.

It is good to have this conference taking place at this moment in 
time. It is good that foreign representatives are also here, and that facts 
are being discussed. I extend my greetings to all of you and expect that 
the conference will leave the Croatian public with messages that will 
sober up many. It was not easy to listen to those few sentences that 
we have heard, which call out those who took the opportunity when 
Croatia was the victim of a brutal aggression. They called upon those 
who were in fact guilty for many things that happened in history, not 
only in Croatia but in the whole of Yugoslavia. At this conference, 
it is good to speak out that when the European Parliament accuses 
all totalitarianisms, then some here in Croatia use it to declare that 
Yugoslavia–and in it Croatia – was a totalitarian regime.
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But Yugoslavia was not a totalitarian state, it was an authoritarian 
one. In 1965, when Aleksandar Ranković was still firmly in power 
in Croatia, I ran in the elections on a citizens’ slate. That meant that 
more than 100 citizens came to court and signed their support for my 
candidacy before the judge. Ranković fell in 1966, I was elected to the 
Croatian Parliament.

The candidacy was perfect, I went to the polls and won. I met many 
there, but tell me, was that possible anywhere in the Soviet bloc? It was 
not possible. Our former lady president said she had lived behind the 
Iron Curtain and no matter how much we assured the president that 
this was not true, that Yugoslavia was not behind the Iron Curtain, she 
went on saying that she went to school to America because her father 
had a bloody job – which is to be expected, since he was a butcher. Did 
butchers in Romania, Hungary, and the Czech Republic also send their 
children to America? It is not up to having a bloody, arduous job or 
not, but the issue of whether she could go to school in America was up 
to the system. I don’t think we need to mull over it anymore, because 
today that belongs to the past and we have a new president who said 
in his speech one thing we have not heard for a long time, that we are 
grateful for having a free and democratic country, that we are grateful 
for the people’s liberation struggle. And something else that he did, 
something I remembered – he went to the grave of folk heroes. Without 
these folk heroes and all those who gave their lives, where would we be 
today? And sadly enough, the stories falsifying history are circulating, 
and the state is paying for that. About Jasenovac being a triple camp, an 
execution site. While they don’t even mention Jadovno, because there 
was no barbed wire, but it was where twenty to thirty thousand unfit 
were brought and killed. So there was no barbed wire, no mention of 
the camp, it was an execution site. And what happened with Jasenovac? 
Without going into details of how many inmates were determined – over 
eighty thousand dead, killed – but there was a breakthrough, afterwards 
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the Independent State of Croatia government burned down the camp 
and liberation came. All surrounding villages, mostly Serbian Orthodox 
villages, were scorched, but there was a lot of construction material in 
Jasenovac from the destroyed camp. A group of German prisoners from 
Stara Gradiška came to clean the material, brick, stone, wood, they 
took care of that. Peasants came from the surrounding villages and 
took away that material because everyone’s houses were burnt down. 
And now it is being proclaimed that it was a camp and that even more 
people were killed. If it weren’t tragic it would be funny.

But the state is paying for that, that’s the whole problem. The state 
is paying those political freaks that are distorting history. Which is why 
I congratulate you once again for having met here with friends from 
abroad and that the truth starts finally being talked about. How many 
monuments were demolished during the Homeland War? Over three 
thousand. I will share with you only one sentence, which is about from 
where these destroyers somehow extracted the reason for the demolition 
of monuments. Tuđman once said at a rally, the HDZ rally, that there 
were monuments that had no particular artistic or historical value, and 
that we should see what to do about them after the war.

I do not justify him, but he pointed out that some monuments were 
not appropriate. Then overall demolition began. Why no one prevented 
it is now a different question.

Once again, fascism and Nazism are a mega idea, but only in their 
realisation, not in the idea itself: fascism can arise in a small environ-
ment, once it gets going it becomes more complex, but Nazi-fascism 
can also arise in a small environment. Every small community, unless 
it resists such events, may tomorrow become a hotbed from where it 
will move on.

Fascism and Ustasha-isation must end.
They must be prevented.
Thank you very much!
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Franjo Habulin
President of the Croatian Alliance of 
Anti-fascist Fighters and Anti-fascists

As President of the Alliance of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Anti-Fascists 
of Croatia, I extend you a cordial welcome.

We are here to discuss a topic that is becoming more relevant by 
the day, although – let’s be frank – it shouldn’t be. Quite the contrary: 
I will take a step further and say – it is unacceptable that it has become 
so relevant!

It unfortunately has nonetheless!
It is paradoxical, at the very least, that we have gathered here some 

three months before the commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the 
victory over Nazi-fascism in Europe to discuss fascism and anti-fascism 
in that very Europe.

We did not put this topic on the agenda for – let’s call it – historical–
political exhibitionism. Alas, we are going to discuss it because for years 
now, year in and year out more aggressively and more openly, we have 
been facing phenomena and manifestations that can be characterized as 
nothing other than neo-fascism. Parallel, runs a process of degradation, 
and even demonization, of anti-fascism and its values – not only the 
combative anti-fascism of World War II, but anti-fascism as a human, 
civilizational orientation endowed with permanent value.
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And that is extremely dangerous, as it opens up room – particularly 
in the times of crisis that we live in – for powers that are ready to offer 
fast and radical solutions, that are apt to promise anything and all, but, 
of course, provided that there be not much questioning of the methods 
which will be used to achieve the goals proclaimed. Those goals today, 
just as when fascism was starting its fatal effort to conquer Europe 
and the world, can be summed up in a very short formula: order, work, 
and discipline.

Hence, they promise order in the state, or society, and promise new 
jobs, work for everyone who wants to work; provided, of course, that 
new rules are adhered to in everyday life, that not much is questioned 
but instead only obeyed; that is discipline. Order and work ultimately 
mean a better life and life prospects, they mean stability in society. 
Undoubtedly, this is something that will appeal – rather which simply 
must appeal – to all who struggle under the burden of the crisis, who 
work without pay, who are jobless, who live on the poverty line or in 
poverty, those who have, through no fault of their own, lost the roof 
over their head. And discipline, agreeing to the order that is promised 
by preachers and advocates of radical solutions, will at first seem to 
be a small, acceptable price that needs to be paid for getting the other 
thing promised: work.

When the majority agrees to order, a new order, in exchange for 
work that will secure their livelihoods, without questioning – for being 
disciplined – the measures that the providers of order and work apply, 
we get what anyone who is even slightly familiar with Europe’s 20th 
century history would have to be terrified of – we get fascism.

We get order led by a firm hand interwoven with nationalism and 
chauvinism, where one’s existence will be secured by blind obedience, 
by closing eyes and ears to a reckless – not merely violation – but dem-
olition of the foundations of democracy and everything that democracy 
stands for.
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Since thirty years ago, when the system of the so-called real socialism 
was dissolved – and I must emphasize that socialism in Yugoslavia was 
something substantially different – since the collapse of the Eastern Block 
or the Soviet ‘Lager’ (as it was often called), in most countries which 
have taken a different way, accepting first and foremost a multi-party 
system and free elections, but with it also – capitalism and market 
economy, at first there was coquetry with Nazi fascism, replaced by 
the relativizing of its primordial negative being and, finally, the open 
restoration and introduction into public life not only of symbols, but 
also the elements of fascism we hoped and wanted to believe had been 
defeated 75 years ago, once and for all.

Today we can see and know that it has not been defeated!
Who can still recall the closing statement of the Big Three in Jalta?
Who wishes to think of it? Is there anyone, except for the occasional 

historian deep in an archive somewhere, who has any idea of what was 
said in that statement, what was announced, what was promised? Ok, 
let’s refresh our memory. The statement, of course, primarily refers 
to Germany, Hitler’s Third Reich, but also to Nazi fascism. And this 
quote is there, too: ‘It is our inflexible purpose to destroy German mili-
tarism and Nazism… wipe out Nazi Paty, Nazi laws, organizations and 
institutions, remove any Nazi and militarist influences from public service 
and from cultural and economic life…,’ end quote. Hence, the intention 
was to destroy, to the ground, and banish Nazism from public service, 
from cultural and economic life. Unfortunately, this proclamation was 
never implemented. However, the notorious Nazi war criminal trials in 
Nuremberg and the denazification process were begun, as well as the 
trials against those who were responsible and who directly conducted 
the Holocaust and genocide.

It began, but it didn’t get very far.
The war alliance with the Soviet Union, which in World War II bore 

the greatest burden of fighting Nazi fascism and suffered the greatest 
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devastation and human sacrifice, gave way to growing mistrust, which 
within a few years turned into open hostility, even though not armed. It 
must not be elided that Stalin’s policy of bringing under Soviet control 
basically all of Eastern Europe played its part in such a development.

On the other hand, bigoted anti-Communists in the West welcomed 
literally anyone to join their ranks as allies in the confrontation against 
Moscow. So now yesteryear’s Nazis in the western part of Germany were 
quickly brought to state service, to diplomacy, to a renewed military, 
the condemned saw their sentences being drastically reduced, and a 
few from the Nazi leading brass sentenced to time in Berlin’s Spandau 
prison remained as a symbol of something which was, albeit pompously 
announced, never achieved.

In the years of the Cold War, the seeds were sowed for the flour-
ishing of fascism that we have been witnessing at the beginning of the 
21st century.

I found it not only necessary, but absolutely unavoidable to emphasise 
this, as the rise of fascism has come on the wings of a historical revi-
sionism which did not begin yesterday. Namely, the attempts to deny 
the horrible mass crimes committed during Nazi fascism’s reign of terror 
– not only in occupied European countries, but also in Germany itself – 
have been ongoing since practically the very moment of anti-fascism’s 
victory. It is not without reason that the Supreme Allied Commander 
in Europe and later U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower required photo-
graphs and film tapes to record everything the Allies encountered in the 
concentration camps. He said: “… because somewhere down the road 
of history, some bastard will get up and say that this never happened.”

His assumption was a fair one. There have been many bastards, or 
better yet enough of them were left behind, irreversibly reared in the 
ideas of Nazism, extreme nationalism built on discrimination and 
intolerance toward all who do not belong among the “master race”. 
Through obscure publications whose publishers so barefacedly abused 
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the freedom of public speech and expression of opinion, but also through 
seemingly objective historical books which were not rarely written by 
yesterday’s SS officers under pseudonyms, suspicion was sowed of the 
mass crimes committed, the existence of crematoria in concentration 
camps was denied, a formula was sought to justify the crimes, with 
no precedent until then in the history of humankind. The democratic 
system reacted every once in a while: for example, Holocaust denial is 
a criminal offence in a number of European countries, but historical 
revisionism became stronger, so that after the collapse of real socialism it 
was not only tolerated, but also an accepted element of the new political 
scene in the so-called transition countries.

And that all in the name of democracy, whose mortal enemy is fascism.
Liberation from the Soviet iron grip for the countries of the so-called 

Eastern Bloc, but also the democratic transition from self-management 
socialism into the capitalist multiparty system in the countries of former 
Yugoslavia, was inevitably followed by a silent, and after a while not-
so-silent rehabilitation of collaborators, the allies of Nazi occupiers and 
complete structures that participated within collaboration both in the 
Holocaust and genocide.

The post-war processes where collaborators and fascists in some 
European countries were convicted after the victory over Nazi fascism 
were almost without exception declared rigged, politically motivated 
communist processes, and those whom they convicted, even when 
it comes to notorious war criminals, have been declared victims of 
communism, or often, innocent victims whose only sin was that they 
‘loved their nation too much’.

Here, in such an atmosphere, we convene to discuss fascism and 
anti-fascism in Europe today. Briefly put: we are again witnessing the 
rise of fascism and the systematic obliteration of anti-fascism with the 
intention to hide, or rather disguise it through the forced condemnation 
of communism and persistent equalization in condemning all totalitar-
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ianisms, hence both communism and fascism. Once again, we see the 
slanting of obvious untruths. Firstly, communists did play notable roles 
in many resistance movements, and in Yugoslavia they initiated and led 
resistance movement to a victorious end, but in no European country 
did communists comprise the majority of any anti-fascist movements.

And secondly: the fact that communism is an ideology, a philosoph-
ical view of the world, a utopia if you will, has been persistently ignored, 
but such communism has never been achieved anywhere. Indeed, a 
number of countries were led by parties calling themselves communist, 
but they were authoritarian parties from their very beginning, or became 
as such soon after coming to power. Therefore, it is pointless to talk 
about communist crimes today; we can talk at best about the crimes 
of those who claimed to be communists, even though they were never 
communists. On the other hand, fascism was very much realized – its 
ideas a crime and its practice criminal. And it truly existed!

To equate something that was not communism (although called 
communism) with fascism (called AND being fascism) is a crude his-
torical forgery that, unfortunately, now involves the European Union. 
Just as the EU partakes in yet another no less crude forgery, declaring 
the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact as the real beginning of World War II. 
If we were to pursue the logic of yielding to the Nazis who encouraged 
Hitler to start his conquest of the world, then we should designate 
the Munich Treaty as the beginning of World War II, as Western 
democracies, France and Great Britain, with it allowed Nazi Germany 
in 1938 to start dismembering Czechoslovakia.

That’s the way it is! And it needs to be said, loud and clear!
Today’s world is in crisis. The very foundations of the international 

order established 75 years ago have been torn down or are being sys-
tematically destroyed.

The principles of the Helsinki Conference’s final document on security 
and cooperation in Europe have been disregarded.
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The Charter of the United Nations is being neglected, with the 
global organization being marginalized and turned into a debate club 
with a decreasing influence on the world’s developments.

Unilateralism overpowers multilateralism.
The bipolar world that disappeared with the collapse of the world’s 

division into two blocs has not been replaced with a multi-polar one. 
Instead, unipolarism has been imposed so that one superpower would 
be enabled to predominate the world.

The European Union is in a state of crisis. Its rapid expansion has 
resulted in increasingly obvious inequality among member states – not 
only in the stage of development, but also in true commitment to 
democracy. Europe has failed to speak in unison; it has been failing to 
formulate its common foreign and defence policy. Europe has failed in 
becoming that global factor that it could and must be. Instead of being 
united, Europe has become increasingly divided.

In practice, the Cold War between the East and West has been 
effectively restored, as well as the lethal and dangerous arms race.

Anti-Sovietism has been replaced by open hostility toward Russia, 
which goes so far that Washington D.C. is sanctioning European 
companies working on an economic project that America dislikes. 
Here I think, of course, of Nord Stream 2. When Moscow does react, 
and it really does so in a measured manner, it is declared a sign of 
Russian aggressive policy. Hand in hand with this goes a new wave of 
anti-communism, anachronous in its essence, but no less toxic than at 
the time of the first Cold War.

The increasingly acute problem of developing countries is being 
ignored, the gap between the rich and the poor is increasing, there 
are more people – even in developed countries – who have no access 
to basic education or health care systems.

Civil and the so-called socialist morality have been trampled. Instead 
of a replacement, all that has been offered is the concept of a society 
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focused solely on profit making. Rabid consumerism and the relentless 
race for profit call into question not only society’s stability, but also the 
very survival of planet Earth; here I refer to, of course, global climate 
change that is visible to everyone, but which the short-sighted, but 
powerful and influential advocates of fast income simply don’t want to 
see or admit at any cost. The warning by Pope Francis, or the young 
activist Greta Thunberg, remain voices crying in the wilderness.

And crises offer ideal conditions for the empowering of rightist 
populist movements and powers who will not take long to identify 
themselves as what they really are: neo-fascist or fascist. In more than 
a few countries, such movements are either powerful opposition or very 
close to power or already participating in it. They have all embraced 
historical revisionism, thrusting it under the guise of a fight against 
looking at the history imposed by regimes called communist. I agree: 
we need to talk about what was silenced up until 30 years ago, but today, 
in the name of truth and democracy, we should not and must not be 
silent or deny what are well-known historical facts.

Crime is not, and cannot be, an expression of patriotism.
The miscreants who carried out their bloody machination ‘armed’ 

with racial theories and the theory of ‘blood and soil’, blabbering about 
a ‘race of masters’ and ‘nations of inferior race’, were neither patriots 
and they can’t, and should not be, depicted as such. But that is exactly 
what is going on. We are witnessing right-wingers carrying torches, 
gatherings of former members of notorious Nazi military formations, the 
conversion of well-known collaborators into people’s liberation fighters.

A devastating role in the relativization of the criminal character of 
fascism and in the concurrent demonizing of anti-fascism (and anti-fas-
cists!) is played by the media, publications, education system, and not 
rarely – the Church. And it all happens with the quiet consent of 
individual democratic governments and, I will reiterate it because it is 
important to know – the active participation of the European Union.
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In such circumstances, I find it necessary that anti-fascist authorities 
raise a voice of protest against what is happening under the cloak of 
democracy, which is nothing more than laying the table for the abol-
ishment of democracy and the restoration of fascism whilst abusing 
democratic institutions.

Do we really have to be reminded that Hitler came to power through 
democratic election, and that in only three months, with the help of 
the democratically elected parliament, he literally abolished democracy?

Do we have to be reminded of the ‘who’, ‘when’, ‘how’, and ‘why’ 
behind World War II, of who the allies and servants of Nazi-fascism 
in that war were, and who won?

Do we have to yet again fight to affirm proven historical facts, to 
exercise our right, but also duty, to talk to young people who have no 
idea about it, who have been misinformed and disoriented, about who 
and what the fascists were, and who and what the anti-fascists were?

Do we still have to keep proving the criminal nature of fascism, 
despite all the evidence?

Do we still have to re-evidence the differences between the system-
atic committal of fascist crimes in World War II and the crimes of the 
winners, which nobody denies, but that were not a systematic policy?

Does anyone still need to be assured that anti-fascism is a permanent 
system of values, primarily human, and not a political commitment; 
that without anti-fascism there is no democracy, because the survival 
of democracy is conditioned by the abolishment of fascism?

We obviously do! And if we have to, we will!
Thank you for your patience!
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Prof. dr. sc. Ivo Goldstein
University professor

Why are Yugoslav and Croatian Anti-Fascisms 
still important and vital today?

The term anti-fascism evolved into its current meaning because ‘fascism’ 
was used as a generic term to denote ideologies, political movements and 
organizations, and governmental organisations whose social fundaments, 
political function, and methods of action that are related to Italian 
fascism (as well as German Nazism). That is why the opposition gained 
its own denomination–anti-fascism: it is a political movement against 
fascism and Nazism, based on the broadest democratic foundations 
and on the negation of the essential ideological positions of Nazism. 
In the Nazi-fascist aggressions of the 1930s and during World War II, 
anti-fascism grew into the state policy of many countries with the aim 
of preserving independence.

The Yugoslav anti-fascist movement was very important and actually 
the strongest anti-fascist movement in Europe, not counting the occupied 
parts of the USSR. Along with the Bosnian and Herzegovinian, the 
Croatian anti-fascist movement was the strongest part of the Yugoslav 
anti-fascist movement. In the four war years, the intertwining of polit-
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ical differences and influences within the great anti-fascist coalition 
and within the communist front was also reflected on the anti-fascist 
movement in the former Yugoslavia.

In the People’s Liberation Struggle (PLS) on the territory of 
Yugoslavia, the Communists always had key functions. The Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) was the main organising and leading force of 
war anti-fascism and the PLS. During the war years, individuals from 
different political parties were represented as various organizations were 
being established, followed by state bodies, and the organisations with 
anti-fascist denomination, but they were practically run by communists. 
They promoted anti-fascist and democratic programs and slogans, but 
as the war drew to a close, it was becoming increasingly clear that they 
would do anything to keep power from falling out of their hands, even 
after the war.

The programmatically declared struggle for national equality (summa-
rised in Tito’s words: ‘The CPY will continue to struggle for a brotherly, 
free, and equal community of all the peoples of Yugoslavia... against the 
hegemonists of Greater Serbia who seek to re-oppress all the peoples of 
Yugoslavia...’), as one of the specific political components of Yugoslav 
anti-fascism and the PLS, provided the basis for a certain degree of 
autonomy that the PLS leaderships had in the territories of the future 
federal republics.

The uprising in July 1941 erupted in large part because of the German 
attack on the USSR. The communists went to war because their com-
munist role model country was attacked. However, in each of the future 
republics there were objective circumstances in which the call for the 
uprising was also accepted by non-members of the Communist Party. 
And that is what brought about the success of the call for uprising.

Communist leadership soon realised (Tito above all) that the city 
guerrillas and other rigid ideas, imposed in advance as a model for start-
ing a revolution, would only bring many victims amongst Communist 
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ranks. Meanwhile, the uprising, thanks only in part to the Communists, 
erupted on completely different grounds.

In Croatia, the first major crimes of the Ustasha against Serb civilians, 
committed as early as late April and May 1941, after the initial terror 
and confusion, prompted Serb peasants to get organised and begin to 
defend their very existence against the Ustasha genocidal terror. Soon 
to ensue was the Communist leadership sending its fighters to the 
insurgent areas to wage a guerrilla war, which would prove far more 
effective than diversions in the cities. Thus, the main organisers of 
the uprising in the summer of 1941 were the Communists, but the 
Serb population in the central parts of Croatia and other parts of the 
then-Independent State of Croatia (ISC) gave it numerical strength and 
its main support. By the end of the year, the uprising took ground in 
the regions of Dalmatia, Primorje, and Gorski Kotar. In these purely 
Croatian areas, the people were revolted by the violent Italianisation 
and other harsh actions of the foreign fascist government. Very soon, 
at the beginning of 1942, the anti-fascist movement began to spread to 
other parts of Croatia, in the north, even in some areas around Zagreb 
(Hrvatsko zagorje, Žumberak, Kalnik, and Bilogora).

At the beginning of the war, the leadership of the Communist 
Party of Yugoslavia looked at the Yugoslav territory as a unique area 
for the struggle against the occupiers and the implementation of the 
socialist revolution. They believed that party members must go to any 
area throughout Yugoslavia, as was required by Party needs. In this way, 
Montenegrins Vladimir Popović, Veljko and Mirko Kovačević, Vlado 
Ćetković, Pavle Papp, a Jew from Vojvodina, as well as others from 
other Yugoslav communities arrived in Croatia. In later years, these 
arrivals were practically absent, which adds to showing that things were 
changing and that some unrealistic programmatic theses were being 
abandoned, with Croatian Communists having full independence in 
taking matters into their own hands.
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The strategy of the partisan movement, and then the concrete actions 
of larger partisan units, were decided in the Yugoslav epicentre – the 
Supreme Command. The general trends in the development of the 
anti-fascist movement in Croatia are inextricably linked to the events 
in Yugoslavia. The autonomy of decision making and events, hence 
the specificity of the anti-fascist movement in Croatia in relation to 
other Yugoslav communities, stemmed from the nature of the partisan 
war, from the fact that decisions should be made in accordance with 
the situation on the ground and very often immediately. At a time 
when communications were already bad, particularly in the first year 
or two of the war, the autonomy given to the local commands and the 
Croatian Army Staff, and accordingly the entire anti-fascist movement 
in Croatia, is self-evident.

The specific circumstances – political and inter-ethnic relations, 
the economic situation, etc. – were quite different from one region to 
another, which is why the immediate incentives for the creation and 
growth of the anti-fascist movement were somewhat different. However, 
in general it can be said that continued disappointment with the policy 
of the ISC leadership and the difficult situation in the country signifi-
cantly contributed to the gradual growth of affection for the anti-fascist 
side. The first great disappointment and shock was the signing of the 
Treaties of Rome in May 1941. Then, the racial, religious, and ethnic 
persecution of Serbs, Jews, and Roma, and the brutal terror against 
Croatian political dissidents, provoked growing repulsion and insecurity. 
All this was accompanied by great economic troubles. In the following 
months, the population of the cities also became suddenly impoverished, 
while many were on the verge of starvation.

The great poet and anti-fascist Vladimir Nazor (1873-1949), during 
a speech in 1944, replied to the question ‘why did I join the partisans?’ 
by saying he was ‘encouraged by the inhumane persecution and extermi-
nation of Jews, who are people like us, and – most importantly – I was 
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encouraged by the abuse and slaughter of Serbs, who are our brothers 
by blood and with whom we have lived together for so many centuries.’

Through persistent and consistent struggle against the increasingly 
unpopular Ustasha regime, which included the struggle against Italian 
occupation and German exploitation and domination, Croatian anti-fas-
cism was gradually and almost without cessation gaining momentum 
without the large oscillations that were characteristic of the PLS in 
some other Yugoslav areas, for example in Serbia and Montenegro. In 
doing so, it gained many with its social program, proclaimed aspiration 
to end poverty and establish a more just and economically richer society.

The Yugoslav People’s Liberation Movement (PLM) was also suc-
cessful because it had an extremely capable leadership, led by Tito. The 
Supreme Command, which was established as early as September 1941, 
established communications with remote parts of the country by the 
spring of 1942. Thus, Tito and his associates had a good overview of a 
large part of the Yugoslav battlefield and were able to coordinate the 
actions and movements of the units.

The first commander, political commissar, and operational officer 
of the Staff of the Croatian People’s Liberation Army, founded in 
October 1941, were Croats – Ivan Rukavina, Marko Orešković, and 
Franjo Ogulinec–Seljo. When Orešković was killed by the Chetniks 
only a few days later, Vladimir Bakarić became the political commissar.

The Croatian Army Staff of Croatia was a wise and successful leader 
in the partisan war. It was not at all costs that the permanent liberation 
of larger territories was sought, but guerrilla and insurgent actions in 
general were dispersed. Therefore, there was a smaller concentration of 
large partisan units in Croatia, thus reducing the success in the enemy’s 
attempts to inflict heavy losses with offensives and siege tactics. Many 
merits belong in that sense to capable commanders–apart from Rukavina, 
also Srećko Manola, Vlado Ćetković, Vicko Krstulović. Their success 
also stemmed from their expertise – Manola, Rukavina, and Orešković 
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were experienced fighters, former officers of the Spanish Republican 
Army (but also proven members of the Communist Party of Croatia).

The strategy applied in creating, developing, and operating the 
detachments on the mainland was used similarly to the navy, which 
is also one of the particularities of the Croatian anti-fascist struggle. 
It grew and took strength from concrete opportunities and needs to 
establish a combat balance of forces on the coast, sea and islands, and 
to connect by communications the foci of anti-fascist struggle in the 
area that only warships could connect.

It was established and mostly operated in the area inhabited by 
Croats, in the heart of Croatia. However, in addition to the majority 
of Croats, it often trained personnel from other areas, who also joined 
its command. Its war commander was the Slovene Josip Černi, who 
in April 1941, ranked corvette captain, was the assistant chief of staff 
of the fleet of the Royal Navy.

It was especially important that Croatian Army Staff received pow-
ers practically within the future inter-republican demarcation in 1945, 
which included the regions of Baranja, Međimurje and Istria, but not 
the territory of Srijem. This also means that the competencies were 
delimited at the time not according to military-strategic, but only to 
political criteria. Whether this delimitation of competencies impacted 
the later demarcation between the republics is another question, one 
which we cannot discuss here.

The PLM leadership also worked consistently on the federalisation 
of the future state. Not only was this consistently implemented at the 
political level, as evidenced by the sessions of the Anti-Fascist Council 
for the People’s Liberation of Yugoslavia (or AVNOJ), but also at the 
military level. For example, the Croatian Army Staff was given powers 
practically along the lines of the future inter-republican demarcation 
in 1945, which included the regions of Baranja, Međimurje and Istria, 
but not the territory of Srijem. This also means that the delimitation 
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of competencies at that time was not done according to some mili-
tary-strategic, but exclusively according to political criteria.

The division among main headquarters did not hinder the spread 
of the movement and the scope of activities. At the military level, the 
cooperation of Croatian partisans with the anti-fascist movement in 
B&H came as a necessity, because they had to function in unison, if 
for no other reason than due to the need for strategic depth. Thus, the 
partisans from the regions of Banija, Kordun, and Lika worked closely 
with the partisans of western Bosnia, while those in the Dalmatian 
Zagora also operated outside of Dalmatia, in the Livno area. The lead-
ership of the Dalmatian partisans stayed in Livno for some time. In 
September 1942, the First Dalmatian Brigade was founded in the village 
of Dobro near Livno (it had 1,184 fighters), but it was very well known 
that this was not the territory under their jurisdiction. Likewise, the 
district party conference of the region of Kordun and Banija in March 
1942 was held outside of the region, in Velika Kladuša.

Croatian and Slovene partisans had excellent cooperation along the 
entire Croatian-Slovenian border – from the river Sava to the southwest, 
that is, from the Žumberak area all the way to Istria. This coopera-
tion culminated at the beginning of 1943, when a joint Operational 
Headquarters was established in Žumberak, having three Slovenian and 
two Croatian brigades under its command. Then it was decided that the 
Fourteenth (Slovenian) Division would embark on a bold manoeuvre: 
since it could not go directly from Žumberak to the Slovenian region 
of Štajerska due to strong German forces along the Zagreb-Ljubljana 
railway, it moved via Pokuplje, Čazma, Bilogora, and Zagorje. The 
journey lasted a full 30 days (from 7 January to 6 February 1943), with 
occasional clashes against German and Ustasha units, but this did 
not stop the division’s advance nor did it have more casualties. The 
Germans and the Ustasha had no strength for a frontal assault on the 
partisan column.
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One of the episodes that vividly illustrate the independence of the 
Croatian anti-fascist movement in relation to the Yugoslav whole took 
place in the first months of 1943. When the German-Italian-Ustasha 
offensive ‘Weiss’ began in January of that year, among the Croatian 
units withdrawing to the river of Neretva within the main forces of the 
People’s Liberation Army and participating in the Fourth Offensive to 
the end, were only the Seventh Banija and Ninth Dalmatian Divisions. 
The Chief of Croatian Army Staff Ivan Rukavina, withdrew with two 
Croatian divisions (the Sixth Lika and the Eighth Kordun Division) 
and several local detachments only to Mount Plješivica on the Croatian-
Bosnian-Herzegovinian border. There he waited for the passage of 
the bulk of the enemy forces to the southeast and thus avoided frontal 
confrontation and further retreat. Although in this way he saved the core 
of the Croatian partisans from great casualties, the Supreme Command 
held the operation against him, for not having made an effort to follow 
the main partisan group. Therefore, he was degraded to a lower military 
position, to commander of the First Croatian Partisan Corps.

The fiercest battles in the then-area of Yugoslavia, those on the 
Neretva and Sutjeska rivers, had a far-reaching effect: namely, on the 
day when the battle of Sutjeska ended, on 13 June 1943, and after the 
last partisans and smaller groups withdrew from the enemy encirclement, 
the State Anti-Fascist Council for the People’s Liberation of Croatia 
(ZAVNOH) was founded hundreds of kilometres to the northwest, in 
Otočac and in Plitvice Lakes, as the foundation of the future People’s 
Republic of Croatia and as a component of the future federal Yugoslavia.

Partisan units suffered such losses in these battles as never before or 
after: 7,541 fighters were killed, of which as many as 4,750 (63%) were 
Croatian partisans (among them a significant number of Serbs). Thus, 
the majority of partisan forces fighting in the wider area of Sutjeska 
forced the enemy to direct all their forces at it. This enabled the free 
development of the partisan movement in other parts of the former 



•• 34  34 ••

Yugoslavia, including Croatia. Therefore, the establishment of ZAVNOH 
was made possible, or at least facilitated, by those who fought and died 
at Sutjeska.

The affection for the anti-fascist movement grew as the war drew 
to a close. Albeit, there were regional specifics in that as well. After 
the terrible experiences at the beginning of the war, the slogan of 
‘brotherhood and unity’, and especially the mixed national composition 
of units, which makes Croatia and B&H stand out in relation to other 
Yugoslav communities, seemed to many the only way out of the vicious 
circle of mutual revenge. Over time, it became clear that the Quislings 
were also failing along with their Nazi-fascist allies, and the partisan 
vision of a future Yugoslav community of ‘equal peoples’ was becoming 
not only increasingly acceptable, but practically the only one possible. 
Along with democratic proclamations and promises, also important were 
communist ideas of the struggle for a more just society and equality, 
whilst in that situation the class struggle and the socialist revolution 
were self-imposing as a logical program to achieve that.

The stable development of the PLS and the mixed national com-
position of the People’s Liberation Army units prevented the Chetnik 
movement from expanding in Croatia in the manner and to the extent 
that occasionally occurred in some other areas of the former Yugoslavia. 
The majority of Croatian Serbs were justifiably convinced that the 
partisans were saving them from the Ustasha genocide much more 
effectively than the Chetniks. At the same time, the partisans protected 
the Croatian population from Chetnik revenge and genocidal actions 
much more effectively than the Ustasha.

In post-war Europe, the term ‘anti-fascism’ became ambiguous: 
in Western European democracies, anti-fascism is the ideological 
basis for a consistent opposition to all forms of racism, xenophobia, 
and anti-Semitism. In the communist bloc, as well as in Yugoslavia, 
anti-fascism becomes an untouchable ideologeme, a term that positively 
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legitimises every war and post-war activity of communist regimes. In 
this way, anti-fascism is connected and intertwined with communist 
ideology and practice and partly loses its original democratic message.

The merits of the anti-fascist struggle and their practical imple-
mentation in later decades have not led to a lasting solution to the 
national problem in the former Yugoslavia for reasons not discussed 
in this text. However, the symbolic importance of the Yugoslav PLM, 
led by Josip Broz Tito, has been preserved to this day, because, despite 
all the detours and mistakes, it proved more effective in establishing 
a degree of understanding, coexistence, and respect of the ‘other’ and 
the different in the post-Yugoslav states.
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Prof. dr. sc. Hrvoje Klasić
University professor

Theory and practice of Croatian Anti-Fascism 
and historical revisionism

To start with, I will clarify my view of the terms ‘fascism’ and ‘anti-fas-
cism’, which are today being variously ‘defined’, so to speak, in various 
ways. Neither as a historian nor as a citizen am I inclined to use the 
term anti-fascism in the way often used today: I am afraid it is most 
often a very superficial approach that considers any resistance to social 
injustice as being anti-fascist, wherefrom it derives that all those who 
commit injustice are consequently fascists, or at least on the way to 
becoming one.

In my opinion, the use of the term anti-fascism in such a (too) 
broad sense leads to an overvaluation of the issues that are certainly 
not lacking in modern society, but also to an undervaluation of what 
fascism really represented in the era when it emerged and became the 
dominant ideology. Namely, any endangerment of human and labour 
rights is not fascism, nor is it a path to fascism, but this does not 
mean that such phenomena need not be reacted to and fought against. 
Because, media non-freedoms, class differentiation, racism, nationalism, 
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religious exclusivity, xenophobia, and many other negative aspects 
present in modern society are not characteristic of exclusively fascist, 
or even only right-wing, conservative societies. Racism or the negative 
consequences of capitalist relations characterised democratic societies in 
the decades after World War II, but still do so today – e.g. in the U.S.A. 
and France. On the other hand, in arguably the most liberal European 
socialist state, Tito’s Yugoslavia, you could not even think of a public 
rally against media censorship, let alone gay pride. Yet, neither case 
is fascism. Also, regardless of all the restrictions that are undoubtedly 
present, life in any of Europe’s present-day states, even those most 
commonly scolded for fascistisation, such as e.g. Hungary and Poland, 
still cannot be compared to the life of an ordinary citizen, journalist 
or intellectual in the Third Reich, fascist Italy, Frankish Spain, or the 
Independent State of Croatia (Cro. NDH or Nezavisna država Hrvatska). 
I am emphasising that this does not mean that we should not pinpoint 
wrongs and irregularities, or, drawing from historical experiences, not 
warn of the potential undesired consequences of further abrogation of 
freedom of speech, of opinion, the right to work, etc.

However, what I still see as a problem today is precisely the attitude 
towards historical fascism and anti-fascism. The picture here is not black 
and white. While British conservatives or German demo-Christians 
have no dilemmas about who was on the right side and who on the 
wrong one in the 1930s and 1940s, Croatian, Serbian, or Hungarian 
right-wing conservative politicians certainly do. For example, historical 
revisionism in Croatia has almost succeeded in reversing the paradigm 
and turning nationalist revolutionaries (Ustashas) into acceptable patriots, 
while turning Yugoslav-oriented Croats, especially communists, into 
traitors. Responsible for such an inversion are numerous social actors, 
from historians and other intellectuals, to politicians both in power 
and opposition. Yet again, distorting historical facts is a lesser problem. 
Because nothing important in society will change if someone truly thinks 
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that genocide and the Holocaust were not committed in the Ustasha 
camp in Jasenovac. What bothers me, though, is whether those who 
deny the crimes are capable of repeating them on some other occasion, 
or at least turning a blind eye if they see others committing them. 
Unfortunately, we do not even need to refer to much abstraction here, 
because in the 1990s we witnessed that there are certainly individuals 
among us who are ready for both.

Nearly thirty years after the proclamation of independence, and 
compared to the societies of other countries created by the breakup of 
Yugoslavia, Croatian society is the most burdened by (its own) history. 
As a consequence, it is a fact that for Croats, after various historical 
experiences with ’others‘, the biggest problem today is members of their 
own people. The reasons for such an obvious division, which according 
to some has already grown into a ‘verbal civil war’, lies in the past.

Disagreements on how to preserve Croatian statehood, and thus 
the possibility of progress of the Croatian people, was evident as early 
as in the 19th century, only to culminate with the entry of Croats into 
a community with other South Slavic nations in 1918. The attitude of 
Croats – primarily their political and social elites – towards Yugoslavia in 
the next seven decades varied, from taking it as the optimal framework 
for development, to the dungeon of nations. Taking into consideration 
everything that happened before and after, World War II is crucial event 
for understanding today’s divisions in society. The dream of establishing 
an independent Croatian state was realised on 10 April 1941. But only a 
day went by for the majority of Croatian residents, especially non-Croats, 
to wake up from the dream and become aware of what reality would 
look like. The Independent State of Croatia became a puppet creation 
under the influence and control of Hitler’s Germany and Mussolini’s 
Italy. The fascist regime that was established by the Ustasha movement 
has followed as a vassal its role models in Rome and Berlin. In some 
segments, such as e.g. terror, it managed to exceed them.
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Hit most hard were all those declared by the Ustashas to be ineligible 
and undesirable for various reasons, ‘for home(land) unready’. Any 
criticism of the regime, even if it came from the ‘Aryan pure’ Croats, 
was taken as an act of treason. Executions of disobedient citizens were 
becoming a daily and increasingly widespread phenomenon. Yet, Croatian 
Serbs, Jews, and Roma did not even have to voice their criticism, as 
their mere origin was enough to ‘exclude’ them from society, regardless 
of age and gender. Following the role model of the Third Reich, first 
began dehumanisation. Until yesterday ordinary citizens, neighbours, 
schoolmates, colleagues from work, had to adjust their lives overnight to 
the newly proclaimed rules: ‘All Jews are banned from entering any pubs, 
taverns, cafes, restaurants, and hotels’; ‘Citizens of Serbian Orthodox 
faith may move around the city only for a limited time in the morning 
and afternoon. The rest of the time they are to reside in their apartments’; 
‘All Croatian cultural, humanist, and national societies are warned to 
conduct urgent selection of their members. Serbs or Jews cannot be 
members of Croatian institutions under the adopted racial law’; ‘It is 
forbidden for all Jews to attend cinemas and stay on promenades’; ‘All 
Jews of male and female gender, regardless of age, are invited to attach 
the Jewish badge, immediately after receiving it, on the left side of the 
chest and left shoulder blade’; ‘By legal provision, Jews are excluded 
from literature, journalism, visual arts and music, urbanism, theatre 
and film’; etc. Unfortunately, that was only the beginning of the final 
solution. What ensued was plunder of property, deportation to camps, 
and then physical destruction. Tens of thousands of completely inno-
cent people, Croatian citizens, women, children, workers, intellectuals, 
were killed most atrociously because they did not befit the concept of 
a ‘pure’, ‘Aryan’ Croatia.

Opposite those Croats who actively gave allegiance to fascism and 
those who passively accepted reality were a large number of Croats and 
other Croatian citizens who actively joined the anti-fascist partisan 
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movement. Young women and men from Croatian towns and vil-
lages, students and workers, members of all nationalities and religions, 
members of the Communist Party, but also those who were never 
members of any political party, would become the Croatia we should 
be proud of. This is precisely what the first Croatian President, a par-
tisan and anti-fascist, Franjo Tuđman, unambiguously emphasised on 
the occasion of the death of Vlado Janić Capo, the commander of the 
Sisak Partisan Detachment. In a telegram of condolence to the family, 
Tuđman pointed out, inter alia, that ‘Vlado Janić and a group of his 
comrades, members of the Communist Party of Croatia, serve as an 
example of great human courage, political determination, and national 
honesty. The day Vlado Janić and his detachment embarked on the 
anti-fascist struggle was proclaimed a national holiday by the Republic 
of Croatia. With this act, a new, democratic Croatia has expressed 
with dignity how much it appreciates the personal contribution of 
Vlado Janić Capo and all those who fought under anti-fascist flags for 
a free Croatia, enabling the creation of a Federal State of Croatia by 
ZAVNOH (State Anti-fascist Council for the People’s Liberation of 
Croatia), the liberation of Istria, Rijeka, Zadar, and the islands, thus not 
only maintaining Croatia’s statehood, but also ranking Croatia among 
the victorious countries of the democratic coalition in World War II.’ 
As part of a large international coalition, the Croatian anti-fascists in 
1945 took victory and decided, once again, to look for Croatia’s future 
in the Yugoslav experiment, though this time not a monarchist one, 
but a republican and communist one.

The division among Croats, radicalized during the war, did not 
disappear with the establishment of peace. On the contrary: in May 
1945, some members of the Ustasha movement, but also Croats who for 
various reasons did not want to live in Yugoslavia (again), now under 
Communist rule, emigrated and continued a very vivid political life 
abroad, one aimed at restoring the NDH. The other part of the members 
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of the Ustasha movement and other defeated formations, as well as 
numerous civilians who decided to flee before the Partisans, were not 
so lucky. They were stopped at the Austrian border and turned back 
to Yugoslavia, only to undergo the victor’s vengeful wrath. The tens of 
thousands killed and kilometres-long lines of those captured would 
become not only a powerful argument for hatred of all that is Yugoslav 
and communist, but also a new seed of discord within the Croatian 
people. And while in Yugoslavia the mentioning and questioning of 
this topic was forbidden, in émigré communities it was the ‘Bleiburg 
tragedy’ that became the only memory of the war period. In other words, 
Yugoslavia ignored post-war crimes, whilst émigrés ignored those 
committed in the four years of war. Instead of dialogue and dealing 
with the past, which would also entail a minimum of empathy for the 
other side, everyone cherished their own historical truth. The main 
features of both ‘truths’ were ideologisation, biasness, and selectivity.

As the communist system and the Yugoslav federation disappeared 
in the early 1990s on the one hand, and an independent Croatia, a par-
liamentary democracy, was created on the other, this opened the door 
to great expectations. One of them was a completely new approach to 
the study and teaching of Croatian history, especially all those historical 
topics that had been ignored or overlooked prior. However, in this as 
well as in a number of other cases, the democratic transition encountered 
many obstacles. The first and foremost was the war. Although transfer 
of power in Croatia was painless and civilised, the process of exiting 
Yugoslavia was not as smooth. Not willingly, Croatia had to gain state 
independence in arms. Unfortunately, radical nationalist and warmon-
gering slogans, used by Milošević’s propaganda machine to congregate 
and mobilise Serbs from all over Yugoslavia, soon gained their equivalent 
from the Croatian side. Freedom of speech and the ability to express 
Croatia’s national interests increasingly took on a nationalist character. 
The fact that Belgrade (again) found itself blocking the path to Croatia’s 
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independence further ignited the old Croatian-Serbian animosity. The 
situation, in which Croats stood in opposition against Serbs, Yugoslavia, 
communism, and the Yugoslav Peoples’ Army (JNA), was perfectly 
suited for the (re)positioning of the Ustasha tradition, which already 
had a tradition of resistance to, and victory over, the same enemies. 
Rising propagation of ‘Ustasha’ in Croatian society was propelled by 
returning émigrés, especially those related to members of the ‘original’ 
Ustasha movement. Their truth about World War II, the Independent 
State of Croatia, the tragedy that followed its collapse, as well as the 
responsibility and crimes of the victors, now finally had the opportunity, 
in their homeland, to become the official version of Croatian history and, 
more importantly, a powerful means of motivation in the war that was 
looming. After forty-five years, Rafael Boban and Jure Francetić again 
became the heroes that young Croatian defenders identify with, ‘for 
home(land) ready’ became an unofficial but increasingly used war salute 
and call, Ustasha songs raised morale and scared the opponent. What 
would soon ensue was the naming of streets after Ustasha officials, the 
process of assigning new values to the Ustasha movement and NDH in 
history textbooks, the minimisation and even denial of Ustasha crimes, 
and the granting of state pensions to members of the Ustasha military. 
Glorification of the Ustasha movement grew from a banned activity 
into an act of proving and showcasing one’s patriotism. Just like in 1941, 
the ‘Ustasha’ would in 1991 again fight for Croatian national interests 
and against the Greater Serbian hegemony and ungodly communism. 
The revision, or more precisely, the reaffirmation of the role of the 
Ustasha movement in Croatian history, necessarily led to the revision 
or, to mildly put it, the condemnation of all those who at any time and 
in any way opposed the Ustasha movement. Consequently, Yugoslavia, 
Serbs, partisans (JNA), and communists assumed the highest and 
key positions on the list of enemies of the Croatian people. In much 
the same way that the Ustasha movement was affirmed, unrolled the 
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demonisation of their opponents. Street names of fallen partisan fighters 
were abolished, monuments dedicated to the People’s Liberation War 
too, books in Cyrillic were removed from libraries, Croatian citizens 
of Serb ethnicity were threatened and harassed, the period of socialism 
started being depicted only as criminal and anti-Croatian.

The trend of revisionism and negation, established in the early 1990s, 
varied in intensity over the next twenty-five years, but was never com-
pletely stopped. Political and social elites, both right and left, most often 
ignored and relativized it, thus contributing to its normalisation in the 
public realm. Such an attitude left the most profound consequences 
on those whom we expect to continue to build Croatian society in 
a democratic and civic spirit. Growing up in an atmosphere where 
politicians proclaim anti-fascism to be an empty phrase and NDH an 
expression of historical aspirations, where singers at their performances 
extol Ustasha crimes (and culprits), and athletes give lessons about 
Ustasha iconography, has resulted in the positive attitude of young 
people towards this darkest period of Croatian history. Their tolerance 
for a regime that seventy years ago divided people into those desirable 
and undesirable partly explains their growing intolerance towards other 
and different people today.

The world we live in rests on the foundations and values of antifas-
cism. In it, the commemoration of the day of victory over fascism has 
not been losing in importance, and millions of victims of fascism are 
still commemorated with the same dose of piety. At the same time, all 
those ugly things done in the name of anti-fascism and by anti-fascists 
are being re-examined in that world. But, a critical attitude toward 
anti-fascism has never become a starting point for revising the attitude 
towards fascism. Croatia and Croats are an indispensable part of that 
world. Not many nations in Europe can – like Croats – boast of an 
authentic, well-organised, and en masse resistance during World War II. 
This fact is all the more remarkable when one considers that in addition 
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to liberation, the resistance largely entailed civil, and sometimes literally 
fratricidal war. Related to that, everything that happened immediately 
after the end of the war requires a thorough and impartial analysis. Both 
for all those who were punished and executed without the possibility 
of defence, and for those who went to war to protest similar injustices 
in society.

Facing the past is not a simple or enjoyable process. But it is a must. 
Experience teaches us that, by neglecting and negating, events will not 
disappear or be forgotten. Quite the opposite: subjective and selective 
memory will give them over time the features they never really had, be 
it for minimising their failure or exaggerating their success. We must 
constantly review and critically analyse events from the past, whilst 
not trying to change and adapt them to our own interests, individual 
or collective. In view of that, it is evident that historical revisionism 
always speaks more about its own time than about the time described. 
Knowing the values that revisionists in Croatia have been attacking 
and defending over the past twenty years, Croatian society has cause for 
concern. For, monologue instead of dialogue and exclusivity instead of 
multi-perspectivity do not encourage facing the past, but rather clashing 
with it. And how things stand, with the present and future, too.
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Dan-Viggo Bergtun
President of the World Veterans 
Federation

Dear friends, it is hard to mention any country at all because there are 
so many organizations around, which are spreading like fire in other 
countries, where we have a union like European Union.

I think I can promise you all, that we can do the work, the World 
Veterans Federation, peace and security division, we take very much 
responsibility for it.

We have seen for some years now some refugees coming to Europe 
and all of us were afraid that this will change Europe. I think we didn’t 
notice what kind of change it made. It made a growing group on the 
side which we didn’t recognize at that time, and that was the group 
which was against other people coming to our continent; and it increased 
the Nazi organizations, the fascistic organizations and so on, to grow. 
And we can see it in many countries, for example Sweden, we have an 
extreme political party there, which has now 25% of the population 
backup and are on the border of being really far-right.

We have seen it also, by our members from Poland, who have been 
struggling with this for many, many years.

And that’s why I really welcome and I congratulate all of you that 
are taking part in organizing this summit for getting inspiration, in 
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fact, for all of us who have to work for this growing group which we 
don’t accept to take part in Europe in the future.

After all, dear friends, we have a lot of kids who are going to take 
over the country for us, for Europe and also the world, so we have to 
bring our best efforts to calm it down and to keep going for a more 
peaceful and a more secure world.

As regards this issue which we cover I really look forward to taking 
part in the more of the discussion later on and definitely I thank you 
very much for inviting us here to come here to this peaceful country 
and the peaceful city of Zagreb.

So, I’d like to welcome you all and congratulate you and let’s have 
a good time also in between.

Thank you!
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Vilmos Hanti
President of the International 
Federation of Resistance Fighters – 
Association of Anti-Fascist

Dear Anti-fascists comrades, the previous speaker could easily become 
the president of FIR, because he spoke with such a dedication about 
our Anti-fascist struggle.

This speech is a demonstration that Anti-fascism must be a basic 
value for all those who believe that they are humanists, they are ordinary 
normal citizens, being they the members or leaders of the NGOs or 
leaders of the countries.

This is what we have to expect from each and every individual as 
Anti-fascist fighters.

Dear friends, I bring here the greetings of all our Anti-fascist friends 
all over Europe.

This is also important as far as the European Union is concerned 
and it also is important as regards each and every government of the 
member state of the European Union.

We have to strengthen all our Anti-fascist organizations. So, we 
have to make sure that there is a sufficient background for the activities 
of the various organizations.

We have to launch new programs which are aimed at the future 
generations.
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Seventy-five years ago, after the military defeat of fascism, we should 
not stay idle, we should do whatever is possible to pass on to the new 
generations the necessary challenges they are and they will be facing.

We spoke about the various efforts of the falsification of history, 
about the destruction of various monuments, we have to make sure 
that our governments would restore these monuments which will be an 
emblematic reminder of the previous times, of the past of our countries.

We also have to live through and identify with this unity that will 
bind us together.

This event it is organized by our Croatian friends is a very impressive 
one because that shows that we are not alone in this struggle.

We have not yet spoken about the fact that I come from Hungary 
and I represent the Hungarian Associations of Anti-fascists. We believe 
that this cohesion and the unity that is to be seen in the ranks of the 
opposition today in Hungary against the government is something to 
appreciate.

The system that was created in our country and also the electoral 
system has been devising in such a way, that if there is a fragmented 
opposition–they will not be able to get into the government and change 
the country’s direction. We have decided to work together with a party 
called Jobbik, which at the beginning of the 2010 was still an extreme 
rightist party. The group that represented extreme rightist tendency 
within that party, left the party and the party today, Jobbik, is seeking 
to become a normal centrist party. When the pro-government media is 
asking me whether it is not bizarre that the Anti-fascist movements are 
cooperating with, as they call it, “Nazi-Jobbik”, then this is my answer 
to them: “The lesser problem is this party, the Jobbik party, which is 
going towards the center than the actual government that we have to 
get off the governments seats.

The lesson is that we have to work together with all those who decide 
to fight against fascism and move ahead hand in hand.”
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I would like to thank for the invitation and also take this oppor-
tunity to hand over onto the President this tie, which is the tie from 
the FIR, which symbolizes our common work towards peaceful and 
democratic Europe.
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Dragan Mitov Djurović
Secretary general of Alliance of 
the Associations of Fighters of the 
People’s Liberation War and 
Anti-Fascists of Montenegro

Vandalism or Fascism

The message has long been sent that it is the obligation of every enlight-
ened human in the Balkans (and beyond, far beyond) to fight by all means, 
in every place, at every opportunity, against all kinds of primitivism.

On the high scale of primitivism, the very top belongs to fascism, 
which, disguised in costumes of various colours and despite its collapse 
in World War II, continues to ravage the world in different ways and 
with the same goal – to take freedom away from the individual, the 
people…

The means to this end are indiscriminate – from rewriting history 
and declaring the occupying collaborators as anti-fascist fighters, to 
desecrating monuments and state-building symbols.

And all is done in a way that is planned, radical, vindictive.
And it is increasingly aggressive in this year, when we are celebrating 

seven and a half decades since the liberation from fascism.
The people of Europe can be proud of the 13 July uprising that took 

place in Montenegro in 1941. On that occasion, J. P. Sartre wrote that the 
largest number of young people as well as states took on the anti-fascist 
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direction, as is evidenced by numerous examples of knowledge, work, 
and engagement.

However, not a small number of young people are involved as an 
extension of ‘dark forces and some religious communities in numerous 
activities aimed at destroying order, peace, and civic coexistence that 
have adorned these areas for centuries.’

On the other hand, young people from the countries where fascism 
was born, assume a responsible and highly moral stand before history.

In Grahovo, a place of liberation, a monument to the legendary 
hero Sava Kovačević, displaying the names of more than four hundred 
comrades, was refurbished for a week by German scouts. At the final 
ceremony, they furled their country’s flag with the message: Our ancestors 
killed here, our flag has no right to be waved here...

Or in Barletta, Italy, where young people lay flowers at the monu-
ment to a thousand Yugoslav partisans and at an endless cemetery of 
the allied forces, with the words: ‘... You know, had they not died, we 
wouldn’t be here and we wouldn’t be holding hands now…”

The torch of freedom and anti-fascism is eternal. But many a strong 
wind and dark cloud is hovering over Europe, which is the mother of 
fascism and which is most responsible for its ‘new birth’, regardless of 
proclaimed democratic goals.

Almost a century ago, a clear message was sent from Spain to fascism: 
¡No pasarán! (They shall not pass!)

Therefore, this gathering, along with gratitude to the host, the 
anti-fascists and fighters and the progressive part of the state of Croatia, 
deserves the respect and gratitude of all participants who should take 
on the obligation to combat fascisation.

And one more thing.
When a young tree in a tree avenue or a park bench is broken, when 

a glass in a shop window is broken (that’s how Hitler started), it could 
perhaps be vandalism.
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But when history is falsified, when monuments are torn down, when 
shameful graffiti is written, when religious dignitaries are at the head 
of the line, when calls are made from the National Assembly for a ‘new 
war’ with a previously unseen hate speech, along with numerous other 
examples, then it is without a doubt fascism.

Free Europe, in the midst of trying to find itself, has been asleep 
for a long time.

It is high time for it to wake up.
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Nikola Stojanovski
Vicepresident of the Union of 
Veterans from the people’s liberation 
and antifascist war of Macedonia 
1941 – 1945

I am very grateful for being invited to this prestigious International 
Conference about fascism and anti-fascism in Europe today.

It is my pleasure and honor to send congratulations on the best 
regards for Mr. President Franjo Habulin and the delegation at this 
International Conference.

Thank you very much.
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Filippo Giuffrida
Vicepresident of International 
Federation of Resistance Fighters 
and the member of The National 
Association of Italian Partisans

Thank you Mr. Chairman, Your Excellency and friends and comrades 
fighters.

Dear friends, well, let me first start by recalling, now more than 
ever, the friendship among our countries after the dramatic seasons of 
the Second World War when the whole Balkan region was invaded by 
the Nazi fascists with the terrible consequences for the Slavic people 
and in particular for the Croatian people.

The memory of the crimes and the atrocities of the past cannot be 
erased but the future must be the future of peace, prosperity and the 
unity among our people.

Let me also thank the Croatian Union of Anti-fascist fighters and 
the Anti-fascists for the organization of this Congress.

Nothing is more concrete than the topic of the meeting–Fascism 
and Anti-fascism in Europe today, because today, more than ever, the 
future of Europe is directly linked to its ability to learn from its memory 
to avoid the mistake of the past and to fight for its future.

While the Commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the victory over 
Nazi-fascism in Europe is approaching, Anti-fascism is more modern 
than ever and its modernity finds its roots in its origins.
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The Anti-fascist struggle has always brought people together while 
their opponents have always wanted to divide people. To say a comrade 
in Italian we say companion, which comes from the Latin word cum 
panis, which means ‘the person you share your bread with’- that is 
Anti-fascism, not only a word but a philosophy and engagement, which 
is, above all, a human and social commitment, sharing and fighting 
together.

Before leaving Rome in December 2018, a number of organizations 
which are here today, took the engagement to support at the European 
elections the forces that were unambiguously opposed to nationalism, 
racism and fascist formation and to create a permanent European net-
work of Anti-fascist associations and organizations.

Well, although there are indeed too many right-winged members 
of the European Parliament for our taste, we can proudly say that the 
first engagement has been kept, the foreseen black wave which was 
supposed to come, has not touched the European Parliament and being 
here all together today means that also the second engagement is on 
the way of being kept.

Confirming that Europe today is built on strong Anti-fascist foun-
dation and that any attempt to weaken it, will find its origins in the 
resistant fighters and shall be considered a direct attack to democracy; 
and let me tell you it will not be a useless resolution full of historical 
mistakes and contradictory statements that will change history.

On the other hand, we cannot hide ourselves behind the figure, 
signals of historical revisionism are coming from several European 
countries right now and even worse they are accompanied by a general 
feeling of impunity. The more the revisionism advances, the more the 
nationalists grow, which is, of course, exactly the opposite of healthy 
patriotism.

In the last weeks, we have seen in Italy in a crudest sense, a direct 
attack to Jewish people with the words: “Juden”, sprayed on the doors 
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of some descendants of the partisans or camp survivals, sometimes 
with the swastika, sometimes with the SS sign.

Some months ago the Ministry of Defense of Latvia praised the 
Latvian members of the Waffen SS stating that, I quote: “Our duty is 
to honor these Latvian patriots, we will not allow anyone to defame 
them, they are the bright of the Latvian nation and State.”

Nobody could ever imagine, a few years ago, there would use to be 
a restraint in the corner in the social margins which could infiltrate 
our social and political life with such a high level of shamelessness. 
They are not afraid, they have a feeling of legitimation, they have a 
feeling of being covert and being protected by the right-winged parties 
and movements that snaked into politics to legitimate and restore the 
Nazi-fascism.

So, please, let’s stop accepting the downsizing of all those fashions 
or the legitimate exercise of the freedom of opinion.

As the President of The European Parliament precisely said at the 
Celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz: 

“Nazism and racism are not opinion–they are crimes.” And we say as a 
crime they shall be treated.

And, it’s our task and Anti-fascism fighters and heirs of those who 
fought for freedom–to join our forces in a modern coalition with all 
truly democratically oriented, independent institutions, organizations, 
the non-governmental sector, the trade unions, the historical institutes 
and all individuals who recognize themselves in the fight against the 
evil that threatens democracy, freedom and human rights.

We started our battle in 1919, when Mussolini gave birth to the 
Fasci Italiani di Combattimento and we are not ready to give up now.

Long life to the Unity of Anti-fascists, long life to the unity of our 
people!

Smrt fašizmu!
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Vladimir Babšek Orešković
Member of the Presidency of the 
Union of Veterans from the People’s 
Liberation and Antifascist War of 
Serbia

Dear friends, comrades and fellow fighters of the resistance movement, 
anti-fascists, I would like to extend my greetings to you on behalf of the 
Alliance of the Associations of the Fighters of the People’s Liberation 
War of Serbia (SUBNOR), an organisation that with 135,000 members 
has been active for more than 70 years, and to wish the Conference 
success.

I am also doing that on behalf of its President, a person familiar to 
you, Dušan Čukić, who was prevented from being present here today 
due to illness.

Dear participants, in Belgrade, the capital of the Republic of Serbia, 
on May 5-6, 2018 a Balkan anti-fascist conference entitled “Peace, 
Understanding, Accord” was held, organised by SUBNOR Serbia and 
under the auspices of the state of Serbia. Highest-level delegations took 
part, from Greece, Bulgaria, Albania, Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia, 
Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republic of Srpska, and Serbia, as 
well as Hungarian, Italian, German and Russian representatives of the 
International Federation of Resistance Fighters based in Berlin.

According to the participants’ assessments, this was a very successful 
gathering. Organisations that took part on behalf of all their members, 
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proud of their anti-fascist tradition, emphasised the necessity of the 
current struggle against the re-emerging fascist ideologies and their 
promoters in the modern world.

Dear friends and comrades, from Serbia, we are again sending the 
message that we are united and determined in opposing the pro-fascist, 
revanchist forces that characterise totalitarianism, chauvinism, and 
racism, as well as the negation of civilisation’s freedoms and the rights 
of individuals, social groups, and entire nations and states. These forces 
are again threatening to gain by force, various forms of coercion, and 
reckless manipulation, the area where they were defeated through the 
struggle of a wide front of anti-fascists, primarily in the Second World 
War.

I would like to remind you that the partisan movement, whose 
bright anti-fascist traditions are the foundation of SUBNOR, ended 
the Second World War as the fifth army in the world and the fourth 
in Europe. It is also a fact that one in seven inhabitants of our country, 
Yugoslavia, lost their life in this liberation war.

Cherishing the deepest respect for the deeds of those who, with 
great sacrifice, successfully opposed fascism while it was at its peak, 
we must work tirelessly to ensure that this shining example remains a 
clear direction for further struggle. To that end, the organisations of 
veterans and their descendants must work persistently to nurture a clear 
historical memory and fundamental anti-fascist traditions.

Nowadays, anyone who seeks to falsify history, justify an evil such 
as fascism, its holders and insignia, relativize the crimes committed, 
will find in us an irreconcilable opponent. We point out that this is 
the duty of all free-minded, progressive forces, among whose ranks we 
firmly march, giving a full contribution to the defence of civilizational 
values and perspectives of the modern world, as well as new generations.

The role of the information media deserves special attention and 
creative engagement, for the purpose of well-argumented, vigorous 
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opposition to neo-fascism, and especially the manifestation of all forms 
of racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, and totalitarianism.

A task particularly imposing itself is also to affirm these positive 
values through scientific research, as well as in the sphere of education 
and upbringing, especially of the young generations. It is necessary 
for educational programs to be systematically enriched with contents, 
supported by concrete data, on socio-economic, ideological-political 
sources of fascism, and historical results, achievements, needs and 
importance of further anti-fascist struggle in which all democratic 
organisations and citizens have their place.

We must strive to raise awareness of the necessity to preserve and 
promote monuments and relevant historical sources that permanently 
remind both of the struggle of anti-fascists and of monstrous fascist 
crimes and their victims, whose destinies must not only be marked 
with dignity, but fully documented and published.

It is necessary to continue working at all relevant levels at improving 
legislation, along with effectively addressing issues of comprehensive 
social and health care for veterans, as well as the social status and 
working conditions of their organizations.

We must not tolerate the noble ideas of reconciliation and coexistence 
to be identified with the perfidious attempts of so-called reconciliation, 
even with the equalisation of ideologies and promoters of fascism, as well 
as collaboration with fascist oppressors, versus the anti-fascist struggle 
that convincingly defeated them in the recent past, for the good of the 
world we live in and pass on to new generations.

We are witnesses that neo-fascists, in circumstances that today, 
unfortunately, in a number of characteristic elements that are remi-
niscent of historical times that benefited the entry of their infamous 
role models on the historical scene, are rapidly organising and even 
trying to become legal, sowing their seeds of evil in local and wider 
institutions of the modern world.
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This requires urgent, decisive systematic political action, both by 
the institutions themselves, the holders of the democratic public, but 
also by the appropriate state and law enforcement services, and social 
and non-governmental organizations.

The anti-fascist organizations themselves have not only a significant 
role, but also a concrete responsibility not to give up in the struggle that 
is being waged today by all available democratic political means, with 
the mobilization of the broadest front against neo-fascist evil.

Emphasising in it the responsibility of local and central state bod-
ies, regional associations, as well as the international community, we 
who gathered here must emphasise that we are firmly determined to 
contribute, with full force, to the implementation of an effective policy 
of eradicating fascism, with permanent shaping, in our communities, 
regionally and globally, of the social climate in which neo-fascism has 
no place.

A special task lies before the countries that emerged after Yugoslavia, 
living as neighbours, to build and develop positive relations with a special 
view of the future. Thus, we further develop good mutual relations, but 
also reduce space for the emergence of fascism.

Live long and prosper in the joint struggle!
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Dr. Juraj Drotár
Vicepresident of Slovak Union of 
Anti-Fascist Fighters

Why are young people inclined towards 
extremism?

Distinguished Mr. President, distinguished veterans of World War II 
– soldiers and partisans, delegates of anti-fascist organizations, ladies 
and gentlemen, I am extending warm greetings from the Slovak Union 
of Anti-Fascist Fighters and good wishes for a successful conference.

The Slovak Union of Anti-Fascist Fighters closely monitors all social 
tensions, problems and difficulties associated with the rise of extremism. 
The reason is more a political one, but also a legal one, whose absence 
is of concern for our society.

Manifestations of extremism deeply affect the nature and meaning 
of democracy in the broadest sense of that word. However, democratic 
principles form part of the constitutional foundations of the European 
Union and its member states. Their protection should be one of the 
cornerstones of their functioning.

Why are there manifestations of extremism and fascism in Slovakia? 
The causes of this phenomenon, which is at odds with what Slovakia 
experienced during World War II, have been contemplated by politicians, 
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historians and other people. As if they have forgotten that the wartime 
Slovak Republic – a vassal state of the Third Reich – adopted racist 
laws, deported more than 80,000 of its helpless Jewish citizens, Roma 
people, and other residents to Third Reich concentration camps and 
local camps, and took their lives. It supported German expansion and, 
after quelling the uprising, honoured the murderers of its own children.

When we opposed this evil through an uprising, which became the 
Slovak National Uprising, its participants, together with partisans from 
30 countries, defied German superiority in direct clashes for two months. 
After a military crackdown on the uprising, partisans took off into the 
mountains and resisted German occupation through guerrilla warfare.

Terror and harassment were the strongest scare tactics used against 
the people. One hundred and eleven villages and settlements were 
burned, their residents killed, people taken to concentration camps 
in the Reich–more than 20,000 Jewish citizens and Roma people, to 
German detention camps, more than 30,000 insurgents under the slo-
gan ‘Undesired for Return’, 5,300 women, children, and elderly people 
killed, the remains of whom were found in more than 100 mass graves 
after the war. That was the ‘award’ for our resistance from the fascists 
of the Einsatzkommand, the local collaborators from the Heimatschutz 
and the Strike Force Units of the Hlinka Guards.

As if we have forgotten that during seven months of warfare 63,000 
Red Army soldiers, 30,000 soldiers of the Romanian army, and almost 
1 in 10 soldiers of the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR died 
for our liberation. At the same time, we do not forget that also other 
countries of the anti-Hitler coalition contributed to our uprising and 
liberation. Cemeteries, graves, monuments, and memorial plaques all 
over Slovakia stand as lasting memory and testimonial to our liberators.

For a long time after that historical episode, it seemed that there 
was no room left to express any inclination towards fascism, except on 
extremely rare and isolated occasions, and that there existed no real 
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threat to democracy in our country. Today’s manifestations of extremism 
with unequivocal fascist insignia are that much more serious, given 
that some of their representatives have become members of parliament.

However, it has been demonstrated in recent years that we have 
underestimated the power of fascist manifestations, ideas, and persons. 
Just as we declared a fierce fight against extremism – fascism, we have 
equally so failed to prevent its rising. Corruption, the failure of the 
police against those manifestations, laxity of the courts, breach of 
equality before law, and non-uniform officials’ personal accountability 
have created the conditions for its gradual growth.

Why are young Slovaks inclined towards extremism?
The current political situation in Europe and Slovakia has helped to 
direct us towards an issue that has been present in our society for a long 
time. The results of the most recent parliamentary elections and current 
election polls, which show more than 12% support for the People’s Party 
Our Slovakia, indicate that there exists a problem of extremism among 
young people and that we need to address that issue more consistently. 
Although we often use the word ‘fascist’ as a curse word, and the word 
‘fascism’ for a plethora of things, they most usually refer to the political 
party People’s Party Our Slovakia, led by Marián Kotleba.

Why is People’s Party Our Slovakia (NSNS) dangerous?
Because it was established on the foundations of the political party 
Slovak Brotherhood, which was banned and dissolved by the Supreme 
Court because of its fascist agenda. The People’s Party Our Slovakia 
altered the agenda and the rhetoric, but the ideological ‘core’ remained 
unchanged: ‘… The nation is in danger and needs saving.’ In their public 
appearances they have not abandoned defamation of race and the nation, 
the glorification of the wartime Slovak Republic and its representatives, 
and the presentation of fascist insignia. In doing so, they deliberately 
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spotlight the shortcomings of socio-economic stability, the position of 
young people, and the state of care for the sick and the elderly. However, 
they do not offer any real solution to the problem.

In addition, the awareness and actions of the young generation are 
also affected by disinformation on social media. Social media have shown 
us how unprepared we are for the situations of massive exposure to lies 
that no one can regulate or penalise. Freedom of expression has become 
priority, but no one is held accountable for spreading lies and hatred. 
Websites containing disinformation are very popular, according to a 
survey conducted by Focus. In schools, as many as 50% of teachers would 
recommend alternative websites to their students, and students actually 
do visit these pages it even though rarely distinguishing truth from deceit.

The second issue may be frustration with one’s own position in society. 
Young people, subconsciously because of their naivety, but also through 
conscious action, have acquired the impression that everything that exists 
is bad, that they earn too little, that they are not needed, etc. The only 
option they have come to see is to emigrate. To the West, paradoxically. 
But they do not see that the well-being of those countries has been 
achieved through the hard work of their citizens, through their efforts 
to cope with the history and development of their own country. Because 
of such a view of the future, but also due to the recession, People’s 
Party Our Slovakia is becoming an attractive solution for improving 
their situation.

The third issue are shortcomings in education. A major shortcoming in 
the teaching of history and social education is experienced by students 
at all levels, including university studies, as courses in humanities have 
been undervalued in the long term. All of this diminishes the awareness 
of the recent history of Slovakia.

In response, measures were introduced by the Ministry of Education 
– ‘How to teach better and more interestingly’. Classes in history have 
been expanded and supplemented by visits to concentration camps in 
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the country and abroad. Success so far is difficult to measure, but the 
interest in this form of teaching is obvious, which is a good thing.

Distinguished participants, these problems in our countries are 
certainly becoming increasingly common and diverse. In my speech 
I wanted to briefly highlight only those which, due to lack of knowl-
edge, impact the attitudes of the young people and draw them towards 
extremism and fascism.

How to deal with this situation? First of all, we must start patiently 
and from scratch, turning to education and better forms of educational 
work. From where we left off.

The Slovak Union of Anti-Fascist Fighters highly appreciates that 
the Radio and Television of Slovakia in its broadcasts dedicate much 
attention to preserving the memory of the struggle for national liberation 
on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Slovak National Uprising 
and liberation. It brings to the fore the heroism of people in the fight 
for freedom and popularises their actions.

It draws attention to repression and fascist atrocities, and not only 
in Slovakia.

I do not blame young people for their actions and provocative atti-
tudes. They do not know fascism, the cruelty of war, poverty, fear for 
their own life or the lives of their loved ones. For them it is a bygone era; 
Ostrý Grúň, Kľak, Tokajík, Semeteš, and other villages and settlements 
that were set ablaze and underwent genocide are to them ancient history. 
Let’s look for joint ways to preserve the memory and to preserve the 
honour of the fighters against fascism.

Nowadays, when there are endeavours underway to rewrite the history 
of World War II, an essential duty of our organisations is to preserve 
the memory and protect the honour of the fighters against fascism. 
We are slowly losing those who fought against fascism or survived its 
repression, and memory also disappears with them. We are glad that 
we all together have lived in peace for 75 years. Still, the pain for our 
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loved ones is disappearing, and the memories of them fading away. But 
we do not forget fascism or its repression.

In cooperation with regional television, radio stations, and state 
administration, including local and municipal authorities, we strive 
to preserve the memory of regional events in the struggle against fas-
cism. We offer schools activities for expanding knowledge and study 
trips. Together we organise forums, knowledge competitions, and visits 
to memorial sites. We strive to involve schools in the preparation of 
memorial gatherings on the occasion of anniversaries of the uprising 
and liberation, as their participation is an important component in the 
education on patriotism.

I find the efforts to distort historical facts about the beginning of 
World War II and to downplay the USSR’s contribution to the defeat 
of fascism harmful for victory over extremism, Nazism, and fascism. 
The European Parliament’s resolution of 19 September 2019 has raised 
doubts among people on the direction the European Union is taking. 
And the European Union is the one that must guarantee the preservation 
of truth on the historical events in the struggle against fascism. Europe’s 
tragic history must be a moral and political inspiration in addressing 
the issues of radicalism, extremism, Nazism, and fascism.

To maintain our organizations’ mission, we must make full use of 
international cooperation, mutual assistance and support in the interest 
of today’s struggle against Nazism and fascism. Together, we will be 
able to stop the rise of fascism and Nazism.

Thank you for your attention.
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Gvido Lorenzetti
Vicepresident of The National 
Association of Italian political 
deportees from Nazi concentration 
camps

Fascism today has disguised itself as Sovereignism, whilst maintaining 
its reactionary characteristics of racism, discrimination, restriction of 
democracy, and at the same time legitimizing the revanscist nostalgia 
of those who refer to the fascist dictatorships of the last century. This 
has beenhappening in most European countries, the former Communist 
ones as well as some of those that have constituted the European Union., 
so belying the theory that the new fascism has been revived only from 
the ashes of the former Warsaw pact countries. Everywhere in Europe, 
from East to West, there has been a continuous growth of the extreme 
rightwing movements and parties. This is not only an offence for all 
those people who fought and died to free Europe from nazifascism, but 
also a real danger for freedom and democracy today. Almost every-
where these movements support the center-right parties, in the name of 
nationalism, sovereignism, and of the false theory of ethnic replacement 
due to immigration.

Speaking about my country, we never had in Italy a moderate and 
constitutional right wing: Mr. Salvini and Ms Meloni cover about 90% 
of it ( and apparently more that 40% of the potential votes). They have 
never taken up a position against the nazifascists who crowd the soccer 
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stadiums and expose themselves with acts of antisemitism: swastikas 
everywhere, their writings acclaiming Hitler, their ranting against 
the Jewish people, the name of Anna Frank and the word Jew used as 
insults. From the traditional parties, and regretfully also from many 
conservative journalists–such as those of the main Italian newspaper, 
the Corriere della Sera–there is a constant underestimation of the danger 
for the democracy caused by the activity of those extreme right groups. 
Yet in their websites we can find a continuous exaltation of fascism, 
nazism and of their crimes against humanity. A very recent research 
has shown that for 15% of the Italians, the deportation of the partisans 
and fascism’s political opponents, the Holocaust of the Jews and Roma 
and other communities, all this never happened. When the main Italian 
witness of the Holocaust, Senator Liliana Segre, reminded everybody 
that Jesus was a Jew, a supporter of Salvini’s Lega stated that he ‘was 
offended as a Catholic’. In the small town of Gorizia, near Trieste, one 
month ago there was a meeting of members of the fascist association 
of the Decima Mas, who were received with all honours by a member 
of the Municipality (also from Lega).

In Germany, what happened recently in Thuringer Land can be 
seen as the general rehearsal of an attempt to knock down the antinazi 
taboo, with the enthusiastic help of the thousands of neonazis who, 
predominately but not only in the former East Germany, are trying to 
hinder the function of the democratic institutions.

This means that the nazifascists act within these institutions, taking 
advantage of all their guarantees and liberties, such as speech, press, 
opinion, association, the same liberties that they are ready to suppress, 
as has been shown throughout the European history. To fight against 
fascism is therefore, for us antifascists, like fighting with one arm tied.. 
But we must go on, even if we are not always supported by the institu-
tions, as the comrades of Croatia, Hungary, Carinthia of Austria, Czech 
Republic and many other countries know too well. Our only weapon 
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is the political and cultural activity. But it is not sufficient. Before us 
we hold high the prestige of our own fathers who fought and died in 
Europe for Freedom, but we are now few. So we must create a great 
alliance with all the antifascist forces on the continent. We should start 
with supportino the youth, who have, through their own autonomous 
movements, been acting autonomously, rediscovering the importance 
of political activity and the mobilization of the masses. The Sardines 
in Italy, the Skoltreik in Sweden, the Fridays for Future, the student 
movement in the Czech Republic, all these, and many others like 
them, are our natural allies in the struggle against fascism, racism and 
xenophobia. Also the voluntary associations, the so called third sector, 
the thousands of groups that bring help and solidarity to people in 
need, above all to immigrants. And, of course, the progressive parties. 
I have a dream of an immense antifascist network, of which we can 
be the senior witnesses, forming the critical mass, with the quantity 
and quality of its members, to successfully fight against the fascism 
of today. History tells us that progressive movements have often been 
divided, such as happened in Italy in the Twenties and in Germany in 
the Thirties, and total defeats have followed. Let’s remember these bad 
experiences and work for the greatest possible unit.
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Bojan Pahor
Vice President of the Alliance of 
Associations of Fighters for the 
Values of the People’s Liberation 
Struggle of Slovenia

The Association of Fighters for the Values of the People’s Liberation 
Struggle of Slovenia opened a public debate on this issue and organised 
roundtable discussions throughout the country. Attendance was good.

It is more than obvious that things have gotten out of control, that 
law enforcement authorities lack a basis for action, and that some want 
to take us back to the dark era of the recent past and thus wash away 
their sins for cooperating with the occupier, portraying the sworn 
collaborators as the people’s army. Slovenia is in the coalition of the 
victors of World War II, and the presence of our veterans in Lombardy 
and elsewhere at organised celebrations of the victory over fascism still 
proves that we share the same values as freedom-loving Europe.

Fascist-Nazi periods never completely disappear, although they were 
defeated at the end of World War II. With the help of modern methods, 
these ideologies are returning to the everyday life of our society. In 
doing so, they skilfully use current topics in looking for the culprits 
behind contemporary social problems. Such is the case with refugees. 
There are always attacks on the partisan heritage, which some political 
groups skilfully use to collect political points, shamelessly portray-
ing the partisan movement as criminal. The insignia of the occupiers 



•• 71  71 ••

and collaborators enter our everyday lives as of those who–historically 
speaking–were the only ones on the side of their homeland. This is, 
of course, nonsense, but today the liberators of the homeland must 
defend themselves against the accusation that they are traitors to the 
people, while the occupiers’ collaborators are becoming people’s heroes 
in the eyes of some. Advocating such views is not only reflected in false 
interpretations of history, which destroy the identity of our country, but 
it is also reflected in the growing number of daily attacks by the media 
and individuals on the reputation of the Association of Fighters for the 
Values of the People’s Liberation Struggle of Slovenia.

We often witness the desecration of symbols of victory over Fascism. 
We have talked before about attacks on monuments. We have heard that 
there are many such attacks in Croatia. There are a lot less of them in 
Slovenia, but it also happens in our country. That is why the Presidency 
of the Association of Fighters decided to take the initiative to ban 
Nazi and Fascist symbols. Therein, we are both in favour of banning 
the insignia and inscriptions worn by members of the Fascist and Nazi 
occupiers, as well as members of collaborating units that acted as part 
of the occupiers against their own people. The Association of Fighters 
believes that such behaviours incite hatred within the Slovenian people 
and spread intolerance, which then undermines the foundations of 
the constitutional order of the Republic of Slovenia. This is not just 
about banning insignia, but it is also necessary to persecute hate speech 
and the spread of intolerance among people. State authorities are the 
ones that should look into the immediate cessation and sanctioning 
of hate speech, which is especially present on social networks. The 
Association of Fighters is shocked and appalled that paramilitary units 
can be formed in Slovenia, openly carrying Fascist and Nazi and other 
insignia, which divide the Slovenian public, bring intolerance into our 
country, and encourage the destruction of the constitutional order of 
Slovenia. Therefore, in the Association of Fighters of Slovenia we are 



•• 72  72 ••

launching an initiative that Slovenia adopt a law, or an amendment to 
the law, that will ban all Fascist and Nazi symbols and the activities 
of extremist groups that incite hatred and undermine the foundations 
of the constitutional order of the Republic of Slovenia. Thank you for 
your attention.
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Oleg Kalinin
Vice President of the Russian 
Federation of Veterans

Distinguished heads of associations, dear comrades, colleagues, and 
friends, allow me to express my deep gratitude for this opportunity allow-
ing representatives of the Russian Federation of Veterans to participate 
in our conference, of members of anti-fascist and veteran organizations.

Let me, on behalf of Russian veterans and the President of the 
Russian Federation of Veterans, General Mikhail Moiseyev, extend 
greetings to all participants of the conference and introduce you to 
basic theses and the attitude of Russian veterans toward the theme of 
our conference.

In May this year, the world will celebrate the 75th anniversary of 
the Great Victory over fascism in World War II, and in September, the 
anniversary of the end of World War II.

Europe and the whole world fought and defeated the deadly tumour 
that was Nazism and fascism. The losses were enormous and the vic-
tory difficult. Tens of millions of casualties, thousands of demolished 
cities and villages, orphaned children, and other evils that plagued 
humanity – most notably the Soviet people – became a guarantee that 
the similar horrors triggered by the ambitions of fascist leaders would 
never happen again.
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On 19 April 1945, in the Buchenwald Oath, former prisoners of the 
concentration camp wrote: ‘ let’s destroy Nazism from its roots and build 
a new world of peace and freedom.’

Throughout the years, under the auspices of the slogan ‘never again’, 
a fight was fought against the spectres of Nazism, the ‘classic’ Nazism, 
which was unequivocally condemned forever in Nuremberg. Yet, while 
terrified of its past, humanity lost sight of the present and missed the 
critical moment when the spectre of Nazism mutated like a virus and 
again raised its head.

This new threat is even more horrifying today, when we are forced to 
face that the pursuit of racial, national, religious, or any other supremacy 
is still alive and active. Nazism is back in new forms that hide previous 
content. Nazism has entered all pores of communication, education, 
the economy, the military, and international institutions of countries 
that are considered civilised and progressive.

Since the beginning of the 21st century, Nazism has been gradually 
shaping the global agenda. This has led to the fact that, now armed 
with new technological power, civilisation is mentally slipping into the 
deep Middle Ages.

The theoretical basis of fascism belongs to German philosopher 
Friedrich Nietzsche. The core of the idea is this: a blonde beast, a super-
human (Übermensch), endowed with ideal uniqueness, divine providence 
can be born only in by-God chosen races and nations. All other nations are 
inferior ‘ half men’. The superhuman has a divine mission to rule the world.

The core of Nazism is chauvinism, which is embedded in the foun-
dations of state politics. It does not matter what that policy hides behind 

– a swastika or distinguished parliamentary duty. Modern Nazism and 
fascism take on new forms, but their nature remains unchanged: supe-
riority of one over the other. Modern neo-Nazism consists not only of 
direct followers of the Nazis or religious radicals, but also practitioners 
of unilateral interference with the internal politics of sovereign states. 
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That is liberal terror under the guise of fighting for human rights, it is 
destruction of traditional values, and destruction of morals and families.

Those ‘chosen ones’ allow themselves to deny others the right to 
independence, a personal path, a dignified existence, and a life in a 
‘quasi-country’ inhabited by ‘quasi-nations’. This is clearly evident in the 
policy of double standards.

Double standards are manifested in the selective approach and 
evaluation of similar processes among ‘appropriate’ and ‘inappropriate’ 
nations. Without discussion, Kosovo’s self-declaration is considered a 
legitimate act while the unification of Crimea and Russia on the basis of 
a referendum has led to political and economic sanctions against Russia.

Sanctions are imposed not only against the countries tradition-
ally ‘cast aside’, such as Cuba, North Korea, or Iran, but also against 
respectable countries that ‘dared’ to elect leaders who were not at will 
of the self-proclaimed world elite.

The appointment of Saudi Arabia to head the UN Human Rights 
Commission is the apex of Nazi cynicism. It is a totalitarian state that 
can barely cope with the issue of equalising women’s rights with pet 
rights.

Today, double standards are one of the main tools of new fascism 
in the politics of revision of history.

Revived Nazism has not changed its main goal – the plunder of 
the resources of ‘quasi-nations’. The ‘supranations’ give themselves 
the exclusive right to intervene unscrupulously in the internal affairs 
of ineligible states, to carry out armed aggression, to kill a legally 
elected leader, to destroy social and economic infrastructure, and to 
create a humanitarian disaster. This was clearly seen in Libya and Iraq, 
Afghanistan and Yugoslavia. The practice of direct military aggression 
is a classic continuation of the Nazi policy of economic expansion.

The accession of the former Soviet bloc countries to the EU resulted 
in the destruction of their industrial potential. The principle of replacing 
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a factory with a supermarket brought about their degradation: from an 
independent producer to a dependent export market. The occupation of 
Afghanistan, on the pretext of fighting al-Qaeda, has transformed the 
country into the world’s heroin factory controlled by occupation forces. 
That goal contained a cynical reason because the al-Qaeda terrorist 
movement was created by the aggressors themselves.

Modern fascism has taken on a wide spectrum of colours and shapes. 
It is no longer just the ‘brown plague’ or ‘white’ apartheid of the last 
century, but also ‘black’ neo-racism in South Africa and ‘Bandera-esque’ 
nationalism in Ukraine.

National radicalism, religious extremism, racism, and other ‘-isms’ 
all grow on the same fertile ground within the ideological framework of 
fascism. We see how Nazism, racism, and religious extremism converge. 
That is a danger to the whole world. With the help of Russophobia, 
ordinary citizens are being zombied. This is best seen in Ukraine, Poland, 
Georgia, the Baltic States, and many European Union countries.

Despite our appeals, and despite relevant resolutions adopted at 
various times by the OSCE and the Russia-NATO Council, no sin-
gular space of peace, security, and stability has been created in the 
Euro-Atlantic area. Instead, the Western Alliance continued to gather 
geopolitical space and push the dividing line towards the East through 
the expansion of NATO and the EU’s Eastern Partnership initiative. 
Russia’s interests are not taken into account, and our many initiatives, 
such as the European Security Treaty, have either been silenced or 
postponed until further notice. The culmination of such politics was 
the unconstitutional coup and armed upheaval in Ukraine supported 
by Washington and Brussels.

In countries that are considered democratic, the population tacitly 
supports Nazi practices with the help of media machinery constructed 
on the moulds of the propaganda ministry of the Third Reich and 
totalitarian sects. The methodology is based on straightforward lies 
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and half-truths, which have been taken out of context, and prepared 
facts that are presented as an objective image.

Such methods provide support for the Ukrainian government, which 
instils in the country the cult of the executioner and sadist Stephen 
Bandera and the SS division of Galichin. This helps legitimise the 
aggression in Iraq on the basis of a jar, shown at the UN, allegedly 
containing nerve gas. This was used to justify the bombing of the civilian 
neighbourhoods of Belgrade for its undesirable position in the internal 
ethnic conflict. This was used to justify the EU’s financial assistance 
to the Baltic countries whose streets are marched on by veterans of the 
SS troops while history textbooks praise Nazi executors.

All the power of Nazi propaganda of the world media complex is 
directed against the forces that defeated Nazism. Revived global Nazism 
methodically destroys the global security system that was created after 
World War II. Global institutions such as the IMF, the UN, and the 
Collective Security Treaty Organization have already lost the ability to 
strategically manage the processes of resolving dangerous contradictions. 
Modern Nazism is trying to turn security tools into the tools of its 
aggressive global policies.

Of high concern is the glorification of the Nazi movement and 
neo-Nazism in any form. These include the construction of monuments 
and memorials and public rallies celebrating the Nazi past, the Nazi 
movement, and neo-Nazism. Of concern are also the constant attempts 
to desecrate or destroy the monuments erected in memory of those 
who fought against Nazism during World War II, as well as the illegal 
exhumation or removal of the remains of these persons.

The heirs of traditional fascism – the neo-fascists of the 21st century 
– are doing everything to erase the crimes of their predecessors from 
the minds of the people. Counterfeiting facts, lies, slander, acquittals, 
etc. – everything is being done to make people doubt their views and 
turn into dispirited ‘zombies’.
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Their strategic task is to create an ‘amnesia’ of sorts in humankind, 
in order to enhance the oblivion of history. For, if memory is gone, 
anything goes – the doors open for an entire spectrum of forgery of 
history and interpretation at will.

In many countries, the fight against monuments and memorials 
intensifies, the processes of decommunization intensify. The leaders of 
these phenomena are Poland and Ukraine. This is where nationalists 
and extremists of all colours have built their venomous nest.

In Poland, there is a legislative war being waged against monuments 
and memorials of Soviet soldiers who gave their lives for the liberation 
of the Polish people from Nazi invaders. There is an attempt to tear the 
heroic pages of history out of the people’s minds.

In their hatred of Russia, Ukrainian Nazis have exceeded their Polish 
neighbours. Not only are they destroying monuments to the commanders 
of the Great Patriotic War and renaming streets and cities in honour 
of their Bandera-esque ‘heroes’, but they are also legally prosecuting 
anyone who dare speak Russian.

Three quarters of a century without war is certainly humanity’s 
greatest achievement. However, we have no right to ignore the increasing 
danger of a new conflict.

The collapse of the USSR, the demilitarization of all state and public 
structures, the collapse of the country’s defence system, collective and 
national security, and the direct betrayal of national interests have 
brought about the impairment of strategic stability. That is why some 
forces are tempted to take revenge and revise the result of World War II.

The pseudo-democratic dust raised by Perestroika’s wind in the 1990s 
settled down, but it was able to cover up what is essential: the belief in 
the fundamental social values of the former great state and patriotism.

Russia gave the biggest contribution to the defeat of Nazism in the 
twentieth century, but it also suffered the greatest losses. This obliges 
it to remember not only the victims of Nazism, but also its duty to 
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humanity. Russia will protect the world from neo-fascism and terrorism 
no matter where it comes from and no matter who stands behind it.

In recent years, the international activity of the Russian Union of 
Veterans has been primarily dedicated to the fight against the revival 
of neo-Nazism and fascism. We have opposed, and continue to oppose, 
the rehabilitation of fascism in all its manifestations. The events in 
Ukraine and the rise of fascization in European countries best speaks 
of what happens when international veteran powers ignore the issue.

This year, the international activity of the Russian Union of Veterans 
is linked to the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the Grand Victory 
and the end of World War II. Our organisation is taking full advantage 
of all opportunities to strengthen international cooperation. These are 
festive meetings, conferences, roundtables, ‘trains of friendship’, excur-
sions to battlefields, and excursions of tourist groups. These are also 
appearances on television, texts in the print media, radio appearances 
for foreign audiences, and visits by Russian veterans to countries in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. Each such activity is a major political event 
that carries within it the potential for peace in our nation, a desire for 
friendship with all peoples, especially veterans of other countries, and 
ultimately, a desire to strengthen peace and security.

In all these events, an important place belongs to paying tribute 
to Soviet soldiers and the soldiers of the countries of the anti-Hitler 
coalition who died in the fight against fascism.

We have reason to say that, in preparation for the 75th anniversary 
of the Great Victory, together with you, we have been able to greatly 
consolidate the efforts of veterans’ organisations in the struggle against 
the revival of Nazism and fascism in many countries of the world. We 
are sure that Nazism in our country has no future. At the same time, 
we express the hope that veterans of Europe and other countries of the 
world will boldly and openly speak out against the revival of Nazism 
and fascism.
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A growing global crisis will inevitably reinforce the need for the 
ruling world elites to elevate Nazism. Can common-sense world powers 
draw lessons from the main lesson of the twentieth century? The future 
is an austere judge and does not forgive fatal mistakes. Time is running 
out. The line beyond which there is no return is nearby. We must stop 
Nazism now in order to save future generations from a conflict with its 
consequences. We call on all to unite for the peaceful future of Europe 
and a world without Nazism.

Addressing today politicians and governments of all countries, we 
declare:

Everyone who supports Nazi, neo-fascist, and radical religious 
groups, trying to rewrite historical truth – is opposed to the goals and 
aspirations of the majority of people around the world.

We must join forces and coordinate our actions so as to protect future 
generations from the horrors of Nazism and to affirm our commitment 
to peace.

Let us join in to protect the historical truth and objective facts of 
our history from distortion, replacement, lies, and double standards.

We reaffirm the principles of the sovereign equality of all peoples 
as the cornerstone of world order.

Thank you for your attention.



•• 81  81 ••

Sead Đulić
President of Association of 
veterans of the People’s Liberation 
& Antifascist War of Bosnia & 
Herzegovina

Distinguished anti-fascists, let me extend my greetings to you on behalf 
of the Alliance of Anti-Fascists and Fighters of the People’s Liberation 
War of Bosnia and Herzegovina and thank our hosts for the invitation 
and great organization of this conference.

I will start my presentation in what is maybe an unusual way, but 
one which seems to me very vivid and illustrative for the topic of our 
convention. Namely, yesterday when I left Mostar, the city where I 
live, I drove through the streets of Mile Budak, Jure Francetić, Lokić 
and Vorković, and Ustasha administrator Zelenika, then in Sarajevo I 
passed by Mustafa Busuladžić School and Draža Mihailović Square. I 
do not think it necessary to explain after whom these streets, schools, 
and squares have been named. I believe it not to be necessary to explain 
what that means for forming the overall social image in those local 
communities. But this is not an isolated example. In almost all our 
cities – states as well, truth be told – there are such examples.

What am I trying to say?
I am trying to say that we live in a fascist environment with numerous 

occurrences of neo-fascist activity to which our societies have become 
accustomed and show no reaction. If these are the circumstances in which 
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we operate, and indeed they are, then we have a huge responsibility, as 
well as task, to find ways to change our actions and convert to a much 
more proactive, I would say ‘combative’, anti-fascism. They, neo-fascists, 
are much louder than we are, they are actually much better organised 
than we are, so one gets the impression that they are also much more 
numerous than we are. They are feistier, often aggressive, and in many 
a case supported, openly or indirectly, by government representatives 
or, in some cases, even by the government under the aegis of the right 
to freedom of organisation and different opinion.

In support of this, let me give an explanation of the term ‘fascism’. 
Namely, while researching on Google, I noticed that all Wikipedias have 
a large number of explanations when you type in the word fascism, but 
what they all agree on and what they all push forward is the following 
explanation of the term fascism, quote: ‘Fascism is a form of radical 
authoritarian nationalism.’ If that is so, and it is, as it is true that in a large 
number of our countries the governments are made of political parties 
that are authoritarian, radical, and nationalist, then we, anti-fascists, 
have no right to reduce the truth, and a reduction of the truth is any 
occasion when such parties and regimes are called nationalist. Analogous 
to the earlier interpretation of fascism, it is high time we called these 
parties and such regimes by their real names – fascist parties and fascist 
regimes. Once we do that, our struggle will be clearer, more defined, 
and more concretely recognised in the societies in which we live. And 
when that happens, the room for reaffirmation of anti-fascist thought 
will become more open. In this context, I think that our associations and 
our alliances must let go of some inherited practices. Our associations 
and our alliances are not commemorative associations and alliances, 
and neither are they anti-fascist travel agencies, although many of the 
activities carried out give such an impression, because too often we 
behave exactly like that. Of course, therein I do not think that we should 
give up commemorating significant dates, events, and people from our 
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abundant anti-fascist past, but that all those celebrations should and 
must be in the function of the future. When we celebrate, for example, 
the anniversary of the Battle of Sutjeska, we are not there only because 
of 1943, when the battle took place, but because of 2043 – we are there 
to get inspiration by remembering that glorious past and to pass that 
inspiration onto younger generations. If young people there do not feel, 
do not recognise what we are talking about, they will not come along. 
Most often today, we are to them boring, tiresome, and uninteresting. 
We must change narratives, methods, techniques, principles of action, 
if we want young people to actively enter the anti-fascist movement. 
Without them entering, we cannot create a single nationwide front of 
anti-fascists against neo-fascism, which is gaining momentum every 
day. Figuratively, we are in an analogous system, and young people are 
in a digital one. These are incompatible, and that is why we need to 
change things urgently. I would say it is high time.

How?
Let’s ask them, let’s learn from the opponent, let’s give them much 

more room to act, even when we do not fully understand them. That is 
exactly where the problem lies – often we do not understand each other. 
So let us learn from each other, let us stop being infallible teachers, and 
then, surely, things will change and our associations and alliances will 
become more open to young people. For instance, in Mostar, we launched 
an Anti-Fascist Film Festival three years ago, primarily aimed at a young 
audience. We play but a few old partisan films; instead we play new, 
modern, good films that deal with all possible forms of neo-fascism 
in different ways. So, with a good movie as bait, after the screening 
we discuss the movie, and use the discussion to raise awareness of the 
problematic form of neo-fascism. We also organize screenings in schools, 
offering them good films free of charge. In those circumstances, they 
accept the content, with the post-screening discussion as our actual 
goal. Which gives results. The process is long, but it is worth it.
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Another example. For years, our Alliance published the newspaper 
Voice of Anti-Fascists, which was delivered to associations and mostly 
read by our members and sympathisers. Despite our best intentions 
and a good editorial policy, all this remained in a closed circle and the 
newspaper actually turned into the Alliance’s bulletin. Then money ran 
out and publication was discontinued. This has been going on for several 
years. Today, only our oldest members still remember the paper and talk 
about its necessity, but others do not know that it even existed. I cite 
this as an example because such a fate awaits us if we do not change 
something in our actions, if we do not achieve a stronger social impact 
on the processes in our countries. As for our paper, it will come to life 
very soon, not in print, but as the ‘Voice of Anti-Fascists’ website. It 
will be predominantly edited by young people who have also designed it. 
We want this website to be up-to-date on a daily basis and to comment 
on and react to all that is happening in our country from the viewpoint 
of anti-fascist philosophy. If we succeed in reaching citizens with clear 
attitudes, trenchant commentaries, visions of the future, then the idea 
of anti-fascism will also reach citizens.

This is especially important because of the fact indicating that 
anti-fascism has practically been excluded from the school system and 
curricula. Numerous generations have been educated in the last thirty 
years without knowing anything about the anti-fascist movement in the 
former Yugoslavia, which creates a vacuum enabling institutional and 
non-institutional revision of the past. With this revision, the descendants 
of those defeated in 1945, who are today mostly in power, declare the 
victors, i.e. anti-fascists, to be criminals, and they raise new generations 
on these falsifications of the past. We have to face these facts and start 
an offensive struggle for the truth.

The only chance to win in that struggle lies in our unity, in relying 
on each other, in daily reactions to all social flows, but also in diverting 
the way we think about anti-fascism today. We cannot be satisfied with 
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just laying flowers, waving flags, often those that are already a distant 
past, partisan songs, and some bean stew at the end of it all. That has 
already become anti-fascist folklore. Let it be, no problem, but we 
need a strong common platform that will gather the broadest front 
of citizens around the idea of anti-fascism and thus become a strong 
hurdle against all attacks by neo-fascists, whatever name they may go 
by. If we succeed in this, especially in the area of former Yugoslavia, I 
am convinced that we will significantly contribute to confronting the 
past, reconciling all nations in this region, while eliminating the fear 
of others as a means of governing those same nations.

In short, let us adopt the idea of joint action from the best daughters 
and sons of our nations, from the anti-fascists whose ideas and deeds 
we have inherited, and I am convinced that better times lay ahead.

Death to fascism!
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Marjan Šiftar
Member of the Presidency of the 
Union of the Associations of Fighters 
for the Values of the People’s 
Liberation Struggle of Slovenia and 
Chairman of the Commission on 
International Relations

Historical remembrance and forgery (misuse) of history – on the occasion 
of the European Parliament resolution on the importance of European 
remembrance for the future of Europe

Distinguished friends, colleagues, comrades, ladies and gentlemen, 
distinguished President of the World Veterans Federation, the 75th 
anniversary of the victory over Nazism and fascism is an opportunity 
for a sincere and historically correct remembrance of the foundations 
of European and global relations after World War II.

The necessity for this is further affirmed by various manipulations, 
distortions, forgery and misuse of history for current political needs, as 
well as by the fact that, throughout Europe and some other countries, 
groups cultivating idolatry towards fascism and Nazism, as well as 
various forms of modern neo-fascism and historical revisionism, are 
emerging.

This is why the Union of the Associations of Fighters for the Values 
of the People’s Liberation Struggle of Slovenia (Union of Fighters of 
Slovenia) is so critical to the resolution on the importance of European 
remembrance for the future of Europe, adopted by the European 
Parliament in September 2019. Based on several discussions in our 
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organization, we have adopted a separate document, one might say – an 
anti-resolution. The document, among other things, emphasizes:
–  that we must reconcile with the past and accept it as it was, its 

good and bad sides, and not allow it to burden the present and our 
common action for the future;

–  that we support trustworthy historiography that supports such efforts 
– in order to realise the project of peace, solidarity, cooperation, and 
creation of common well-being in the EU and Europe;

–  that we condemn totalitarianism, its manifestations in the past and 
no less its present forms, and that we reject generalised equations 
in the Resolution (fascism, the ideas of communism and Stalinism, 
Yugoslav socialism, with others).
Primarily, we reject the European Parliament resolution, since we 

do not consider it to be a contribution to objective historical memory 
and to complete elucidation of complex historical facts, circumstances 
and relations in the previous century, to the removal of tensions arising 
from the recent past, and to better mutual understanding, and what 
it does least is to contribute to serious historiography. It is more of a 
propaganda and political document that exploits the complex and tragic 
history of the 20th century for daily political needs. It is an insult to the 
memory of all those who saw the fight against fascism and Nazism as 
a fight for a just world, and it also denies the history of the EU, which 
was created on the foundations of anti-fascist struggle, which still 
remains one of its goals.

There are many issues in the resolution that we critically analyse in 
our document. In unacceptably representing causes for the outbreak of 
World War II, the resolution completely ignores the allied coalition and 
its victory over Nazism and fascism in that war, replacing its causes and 
consequences, being taciturn to the real interests (economic, political, 
even class interests) that contributed to the outbreak of World War I 
and World War II, with a total of 125 million casualties, it incorrectly 
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analyses the Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact, unjustifiably equating the Soviet 
Union with Germany in blame for the outbreak of World War II. On 
the whole, however, it is taciturn towards the unambiguous contri-
bution of the Soviet Army and the population of the Soviet Union to 
the victory of the allied coalition against Nazism, of which the Soviet 
Union was a part!

The resolution calls for the tragic history of Europe to continue 
to serve as moral and political inspiration for facing the challenges of 
today’s world. Written as selective enumeration of facts, it contributes 
to inciting hatred at best. No resolution can prescribe history.

Due to such documents, aspirations, and underlying interests – 
within the EU, Europe, and Slovenia – the need is even greater for a 
thought-out and well-defined attitude towards nationalism, xenophobia, 
populism, and racism under a new guise which revives the old ideas 
of fascism and Nazism that forced humankind in the previous century 
to defend its civilisation and its values against barbarism in the worst 
military conflict in recorded history.

That is why our expectation – and we believe we are not alone in 
it – is based on two points, which we propose to be included in the 
Declaration from this conference of ours:

1)  that the Conference on the Future of Europe, which begins this 
year, does not keep with this and such resolutions, but instead impels 
the emergence of a vision for a humane European society in order 
to make a meaningful contribution to:

–  preserving and strengthening the original foundations of the EU 
– anti-fascism and anti-Nazism and zero tolerance for Nazi-fascist 
phenomena, along with promoting the welfare state concept;

–  strengthening democracy, solidarity, humanity, overcoming of the 
dominant influence of financial centres of capital and oligarchy, as 
well as overcoming the overwhelming power of autocratic alienation 
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of ruling and regulation of public affairs in individual countries and 
the EU;

–  striving for equal and active citizens in their common European 
home to get a decisive role also in the adoption of common important 
documents, such as the resolution under discussion.

2)  that within the EU, to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end 
of World War II and the victory of the allied coalition over Nazism 
and fascism, a resolution be adopted on these starting points as a 
document that will connect, rather than divide, the nations and 
countries of the EU and Europe.
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Borko Zafirovski
Vicepresident of The Alliance of 
Fighters of the Republic of Northern 
Macedonia

Distinguished friends, ladies, and gentlemen, dear members of the 
Croatian Alliance of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Antifascists, we thank 
you for the invitation to participate in the Conference, and we applaud 
the organisation of a discussion on a current topic – the phenomenon of 
fascism and its various forms and contents in modern social systems of the 
countries of Europe and the world. We support all the theses from the 
introductory speech by the distinguished President of the Alliance, Mr. 
Franjo Habulin, and the basis for drafting the Conference Declaration.

Along with extending the regards of the members of the Alliance 
of the Fighters of the People’s Liberation and Anti-Fascist Struggle 
of Macedonia 1941–1945, as well as its sympathizers, allow me to 
briefly address the topic of the Captured State in a Politically Pluralist 
Democracy.

It is about redefining and deforming the system in accordance with 
the conditions for progress, which are replaced, through populism, 
with regression to a critical level for the social system, and even for the 
survival and future of the state.

In 2006, at the regular parliamentary elections in the Republic of 
Macedonia, today officially called the Republic of North Macedonia, 
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began the tendency to complete the process of joining NATO and 
receive a date for accession to the European Union.

As the processes dragged on, among other things also because of 
disagreements on the country’s name with neighbouring Greece (as a 
broader term), after the failure to join NATO in 2008 in Bucharest, 
an emotional avalanche erupted and there was a well-run internal 
retailoring of the control of the system into the control of human rights 
and freedom of the media, judiciary, and police. Quite simply, through 
the methods of leaders of the ruling party, clientelism developed of 
the privileged group of politicians, businesspeople and associations, as 
well as of a part of the intelligentsia and citizens, who are on the edge 
of the poverty line.

The crisis also entered the Parliament, thus having made the leg-
islative house a ‘theatre’ for the public with fights and physical threats, 
up to death threats.

In 2017, after the discovery of mass wiretapping of more than 
20,000 citizens and the disclosure of deep corruption within society, 
the international community, the political leadership of the European 
Union, and the United States of America, legal minds and the general 
public concluded, officially, that the country was being captured in 
the interest of the leading brass of the coalition of political parties. A 
solution was sought in new elections, but those defeated still have an 
enviable percentage of supporters, people and capital that had been 
created through the abuse of the rule of law and justice.

More than two years passed since a conspicuous assassination attempt 
on the leader of the Social Democratic Union and a member of an ethnic 
Albanian party, with the intention of introducing a state of emergency, 
which would ‘smoothen out’ the truth about crime and corruption. Today, 
the Republic of North Macedonia, which has resolved and continues to 
resolve the issues with its neighbours and within the society, is moving 
towards new elections in order to get a stronger majority parliamentary 
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structure on the road to new reforms and against fascistoid constructions 
and deformations.

It is worth recalling a wonderful essay by Nobel laureate Umberto 
Eco, who said that we should always recognise on time the fascism 
around us, even within a family.
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Eng. Pavel Sečkár
President of the Slovak Union of 
Anti-Fascist Fighters

Manifestations of Fascism and Nacism in 
Slovakia

Almost everyone has been labelled a fascist at some point. The terms ‘ fascism’ 
and ‘ fascist’ are some of the most frequently used terms in Slovakia and serve, 
also, as universal curse words.

However, what fascism really is, how to define it, where it comes 
from, how it manifests itself, and whom can we call fascist – the historian 
Jakub Drábik attempted to clarify in his book ‘Fascism’.

Whilst trying to find other relevant scientific literature on the man-
ifestations of fascism and Nazism in Slovakia, I came across the book 
by Ľuboš Blaha, Slovak political scientist, philosopher, and politician, 
a member of the Slovakian parliament – National Council – for the 
left-wing party Direction Social Democracy (Smer SD) and president 
of the Committee on European Affairs, who states that fascism has its 
roots in the far right. In his words, that political current takes different 
forms across Europe.

(Quote) ‘Right-wing Finns, Swedish Democrats, or the French 
National Rally are mostly content with xenophobia, Euroscepticism, 
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and radical nationalism, while the Greek Golden Dawn and Ukrainian 
Right Sector openly claim to be neo-Nazis and the Hungarian Jobbik 
presents itself in a similarly racist fashion. In general, in Europe we 
can talk about far-right parties and clear-cut neo-Nazis.’ (end quote)

And how does Ľuboš Blaha characterise our far right?
‘Kotleba’s People’s Party Our Slovakia is nearer to the latter category. Its 
members openly express violence, blatant racism, advocate Hitler, or extoll the 
fascist wartime state – all of this has absolutely crossed the line, even within 
the principles of the far right in Western Europe.’ (end quote)

Then, who are fascists?
Let’s start by defining modern forms of fascism and Nazism, and start from 
Slovakia, says MP Blaha.

(Quote) ‘To talk about Kotleba’s movement as neo-fascist is quite 
true from a political viewpoint. To define it as neo-Nazi would not be 
irrelevant either. Both terms are derived from the classic politological 
division, which usually distinguishes two historical forms of fascism, 
namely Italian and German. The former is literally called fascism, while 
the latter, more radical, is usually referred to as Nazism.

Initially, Italian fascism did not openly advocate racism; instead, its 
main themes were ultraconservatism, corporativism, and the destruction 
of liberal democracy. The aim was to deny the Enlightenment ideals 
of liberty, equality, and fraternity, and to replace them with militant 
and imperial politics, which glorifies hierarchy, sacrifice, and war. The 
motto was to create a totalitarian state led by a leader. Radical militaristic 
values befitted it – blind obedience, strict hierarchy, discipline, no room 
for individual freedom, strength, and self-sacrifice. The state was to 
become one large aggressive battalion.

In the case of German fascism, it is the so-called Nazism, the most extreme 
variety of racist ideology, which imposes the necessity to liquidate all 
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races that do not meet the ideal of Aryan or Nordic beauty. The Jews, the 
Roma, the Slavs, and other ethnicities should be destroyed or enslaved’, 
explains political scientist Blaha, and further states that Hitler partly 
succeeded in realizing his perverted ideas during World War II.

Neo-fascists do not worship Hitler openly, but are rather fascinated 
by the ultraconservative, nationalist, and xenophobic ideology, similar 
to Mussolini’s.

Neo-Nazis directly praise Hitler and have included in their rhetoric, 
for instance, the salute of wishing a ‘white’ day, as is Marián Kotleba’s 
customary greeting in Slovakia. In the case of the kotlebians, there is an 
increasing number of arguments to qualify them as neo-Nazis, rather than 
just neo-fascists.

Let us not be fooled by the terms Nazism and fascism!
Political scientist Ľuboš Blaha explains that neo-Nazis often warn of the 
difference between fascism and Nazism. (Quote) ‘Outside political science, 
the term “fascism” is used more broadly to designate the entire spec-
trum of right-wing extremism. That is why the term “anti-fascist trade 
unionists” was usually used to refer to trade unionists during World 
War II, and to this day anti-fascist movements are referred to as ‘antifa’.

It is not an allusion to some exclusive resistance against the Italian 
form of fascism, and in no way only against Mussolini. Nor is it some 
magical obsession with the Italians. It is about resistance to all forms of 
the far right, above all to Nazism.

This resistance stems from the discomfort in relation to racism and 
militarism, not solely due to the discomfort with everything that the 
Italian and German fascists had done: building a highway is not a sin, 
nor is it a sin for a state to intervene in economy. Those manifestations 
were not the essence of fascism; instead, it was racial and nationalist 
hatred in the name of which fascists waged wars. And continue to want 
to wage them.’ (end quote)
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What does the Slovak version of fascism look like?
This question is posed by political scientist Ľuboš Blaha and immediately 
answered. ‘It is particularly radical and particularly dangerous. The 
only thing that can, to an extent, comfort us for the time being is that 
support for right-wing extremists in Slovakia is, for now, nowhere near 
the popularity they enjoy in Finland, Sweden, France, Benelux, or Austria, 
where far-right parties take about 20 percent of votes.

Still, it is eerie how fascists are expanding. For the time being, they 
still pretend not to want the return of concentration camps, but they 
were not a part of Hitler’s initial plan either. They cannot be underrated, 
no matter how much they pretend. They are fascists, and fascism is pure 
evil’, Ľuboš Blaha says.

Finally, let’s mention the reasons why fascism is characterised as 
middle-class radicalism.
To answer that question, political scientist Ľuboš Blaha relies on psychologist 
Erich Fromm, whose analysis given in the books Escape from Freedom and 
The Anatomy of Human Destructiveness states that the people from the 
lower middle class, consisting of small merchants, craftsmen, and clerks, were 
the most ardent in adopting Nazi ideology.

Still, Nazism was most appealing to the younger generation. (Quote) 
‘For them, Nazi ideology – its spirit of blind obedience to the leader 
and hatred of racial and political minorities, their aspiration for power 
and domination, the superiority of the German people and the “Nordic 
race” – is a huge emotional challenge, and that very challenge is what 
turned them into ardent fighters for Nazi goals.

For the petite bourgeoisie, certain directions have long been given: infatu-
ation with strength, hatred toward weakness, faintheartedness, hostility, 
stinginess – both financial and emotional, and especially asceticism. 
Their world view was narrow, they were suspicious of and hated strangers, 
they were curious and envious of their acquaintances, but rationalised 
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their own envy into moral indignation; their entire life was based on 
the principle of excessive frugality – economic and mental. To a lesser 
extent, these key features – excessive respect for authority and excessive 
frugality – can also be found in the working class. The eerie question is: 
is this all not true of our times?, asks Ľuboš Blaha.

He answers immediately: ‘It is frightening that all the tendencies that 
were present in pre-Hitler are here again, and in a much more intense form: 
young people openly disparage the older generation as it lacks as much 
individualism and austerity; young people see themselves as overhuman 
for their superior technical skills, albeit to the detriment of spiritual 
parochialism; the economic and cultural breakdown of family throws 
young people into a void where true values are replaced by those promoted 
by the street, social media, or the shallow Hollywood culture. The result 
is an aggressive and arrogant flock of young people who are losing their 
social responsibility and looking for shortcuts – those offered in movies 
with American action heroes or in computer games. They are literally 
programmed for fascism. And neither the family nor the community 
are any longer in the control of their perverted development!’

Various national mutations of fascism have emerged in all European 
countries; millions of people have elected fascists in free and democratic 
elections. The fascist vision and the promised new order seem appeal-
ing to many people. They failed to decode the inseparably genocidal 
essence of fascism. In the struggle against fascism, we still have a lot 
of work to do.

Thank you for your attention
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Anvar Azimov
Ambassador of the Russian 
Federation to the Republic of Croatia

Distinguished conference participants, allow me to speak in Russian. 
It will be quicker that way.

Distinguished anti-fascists, our dear friends and brothers. The 
Alliance of Anti-Fascist Fighters and Anti-Fascists of Croatia has 
launched a good initiative. The subject is very topical. In a sense, it is 
dedicated to the Croatian presidency of the European Union. I must 
tell you that the Croatian Anti-Fascists Alliance deserves a clean A 
for the job they do, in spite of the enormous difficulties they face. It 
is not easy for them, but they are true heroes and patriots. The heroes 
and patriots of this country, and the anti-fascist movement. We, the 
Russian Embassy, are very pleased to work with them and help them 
when we can.

The most important upcoming event is, of course, the 75th anniversary 
of the victory in the Great Patriotic War. On 8 May, together with 
anti-fascists and our compatriots – there are around 2,500 Russians 
living in Croatia – we will walk the March of the Immortal Regiment. 
Of course, there will also be a great event at the Lisinski Concert Hall, 
a gathering of all anti-fascists from different parts of Croatia. That will 
be a celebratory event and a concert, while on 9 May, together with 
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our Croatian brothers, we will visit the monuments of World War II. 
On Croatian territory, there are 13 monuments and obelisks honouring 
Soviet soldiers. I must share with you that the Croatian state and the 
Alliance of Anti-Fascists help us wholeheartedly. There has not been a 
single case of desecration of monuments or attempts to destroy them, 
as has unfortunately been the case in many countries. Out of 13 mon-
uments, the main one is in Batina: it is a monument unlike any other 
in Europe, for it is 27 metres high. More than 1,200 Soviet soldiers 
and officers were buried there. You should know that, overall, in the 
fight for the liberation of Croatia in 1945, on the 3rd Ukrainian Front – 
Croatia was part of Yugoslavia at the time –10,000 Soviet soldiers laid 
down their lives in Croatia. Croatia is grateful to the Soviet Union and 
it should be emphasised that it takes good care of our monuments. So, 
in the last two years, we have restored 6 monuments. We obtained the 
necessary funds and restored them. On 9 May, we will restore two more 
monuments near Vukovar, two obelisks to Soviet soldiers and partisans. 
In addition to restoring the monuments to Soviet soldiers and officers, 
we also assist financially in the restoration of Croatian monuments in 
honour of partisans. I find that the role of Josip Broz Tito’s army, the 
partisan army, and the resistance movement was crucial for the liberation 
of this region. Yes, the Soviet army did help. However, I reiterate that 
it was the local partisans of Tito’s army who played the leading role. 
We have great respect for our Croatian brothers and appreciate their 
contribution to the anti-fascist struggle.

They all understand very well that, unfortunately, history is being 
falsified and the Nazis and neo-Nazis glorified. Incidentally, at the end 
of the last year, as you probably know, the UN adopted a resolution 
to combat the glorification of Nazism and neo-Nazism. More than a 
hundred countries supported the resolution. Only two countries opposed 
it: the USA and Ukraine. But to my great chagrin, member states of 
the European Union did not support this resolution on combating the 
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glorification of fascism and neo-Nazism. That is something we do not 
understand. Yes, history is unfortunately being distorted. The truth 
of World War II is being distorted. We look at it calmly because we 
know that the nations of Europe are, in spite of everything, grateful to 
the Soviet Union for the fact that the Soviet Union and the Red Army 
played the biggest role and for the fact that 28 million Soviet citizens 
gave their lives defending not only our homeland, the Soviet Union, 
but also all of Europe. Of course, we acknowledge the anti-Hitler 
coalition for their contribution. But let’s just be honest. They only 
got involved in 1944. They waited for Hitler to conquer the Soviet 
Union, and when they realised that the Soviet Union was winning, 
they were afraid that the red threat would take over all of Europe, so 
they decided to get involved. They launched the Second Front in 1944. 
Nevertheless, we respect that contribution, and the anti-Hitler coalition 
certainly sets an example for our cooperation today. You yourselves 
are aware that the current situation is not normal, in Europe as well. 
The EU and the USA have imposed sanctions against Russia, trying 
to stifle it and besiege it. But that is not working out for them: Russia 
is only getting stronger. Currently, Russia is in fact a superpower like 
the Soviet Union – a superpower that guarantees the peace, stability, 
and security of Europe. We, of course, do not want any demarcation 
lines. It is clear to everyone that Russia is not threatening anyone – be 
it the Balkans, NATO, or Europe. We would like to build a great 
Europe. We want to be together with the EU and the USA. Sooner 
or later that will become an imperative. Of course, it is sad when 
hundreds or even thousands of monuments, particularly monuments 
to Soviet soldiers, are being destroyed and replaced by the monuments 
to SS legionaries and those who collaborated with Hitler’s Germany. 
That is clearly disgraceful. We will continue to actively help Croatian 
anti-fascists, and once again I want to say that in fact – many do not 
know this, especially foreign guests – it is not easy for them to work 
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with the state not exactly running to the rescue of anti-fascists each 
time. Together we will celebrate Victory Day befittingly; we will have 
a medal ceremony to mark the 75th anniversary to the participants of 
the partisan movement of Croatia and prominent anti-fascists. As the 
Ambassador, I want to share with you that the Russian Embassy will 
always support all the initiatives and efforts of Mr. Habulin and the 
leadership of the Alliance of Anti-Fascists, because their work leads 
to greater cohesion and consolidation of Croatia. That is why I think 
that the idea and the organisation of this conference testifies to how 
the Alliance of Anti-Fascists of Croatia lives up to its reputation, and 
I wish them a lot of success in their future work.

Thank you!
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Andrej Mohar
Secretary general of the Association 
of Carinthian Partisans

Dear lady comrades, dear friends, I almost made the same mistake as the 
others in this conference: not even mentioning lady comrades, let alone 
emphasizing their important role in the resistance movement. But none of 
them has spoken up yet, just like the young people, because in a day and 
a half they have apparently been overcome by historical nostalgia, while 
– as the topic of the debate indicates – they are seeking other answers to 
the phenomena of fascism and right-wing extremism in today’s Europe.

Although the topic is actually much more broadly defined, as pan-Eu-
ropean, I will still start locally – in my case with Austria: the positions 
of the far right have managed to enter the very core of our society, as 
they have expanded, just like in some other European countries, to 
even the highest political positions of the coalition government (as we 
have experienced in the previous coalition), which – with some small 
differences – continues today if we only look at Chancellor Kurz’s main 
motto: “the tightening of the policy towards asylum seekers”. Otherwise, 
we hear only empty phrases about, or no answers whatsoever to, for 
example, the annual international meeting in the Libuško Polje near 
Pliberk, or what we call that place in German and you in Croatian: in 
Bleiburg.
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I would like to talk about it because the Ustasha’s Croatian émigré 
community has already announced a gathering for May 16th this year. 
With the “usual” program. And expecting even more people, because 
this is the 75th anniversary. This is the formal content of the message we 
received from the competent authorities, and which at the same time 
becomes a clear warning that at this Zagreb meeting we should not 
confine ourselves to a declarative resolution, but oblige the European 
Union, as well as Croatia presiding over it at the moment, to take 
responsibility.

Namely, the European dimension of these Ustasha gatherings is 
manifested in the very concept that should hide the importance of fascism 
and Nazism, and in the case of Ustasha – and not only them – also 
their collaboration with Hitler, so that only tragedy is being mentioned, 
as if it began only after the end of World War II, as if nobody else in 
the world has a mission other than to mock the partisan movement.

Hence: the question that needs to be asked is what will the newly 
elected Croatian President do? Hopefully, unlike his predecessor, he 
will not attend the gathering or lay wreaths a day or two before the 
commemoration. What about his new quality of politics? And the 
Croatian Prime Minister: will he violate the foundations, fundamental 
values of Europe while presiding over it?

It is certain that we must send a clear message from this conference, 
which is that Croatian politics has no place in Pliberk or Bleiburg. Just 
as the European Union should take its foundations seriously and order 
that Ustashas and neo-fascists from neighbouring countries have no 
right to cross the border. Why wouldn’t Croatian politics follow the 
example of the Roman Catholic Church in Carinthia, which last year 
banned the Episcopal Mass in Libuško Polje? Why should politics not 
oppose plans to “export backward ideology” to Austria? Why wouldn’t 
neighbouring countries, such as Slovenia, Hungary or Italy, ban the 
Ustasha from crossing their borders in the direction of Austria?
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In cooperation with our comrades from the Union of Fighters of 
Slovenia, we have therefore prepared an amendment to the final resolu-
tion, which shows that fighters and anti-fascist organizations in Europe 
are actually increasingly becoming a counterbalance to the violent 
policies of the neo-fascist, right-extremist and various collaborative 
structures of the former fascist and Nazi regimes, because given the 
numerous membership, we are an important factor in socio-political life 
in Europe. That is why we expect concrete actions from the European 
Parliament, not just empty words; specifically, a community law banning 
all neo-fascist, and thereby also Ustasha rallies. At our home Austria, but 
also in Croatia and everywhere in Europe. That would also repair the 
damage caused by the EU decision with outrageous revisionist content.
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Zoran Pusić
President of the Antifascist League of 
Croatia

Fascism and revisionism today

We have been discussing fascism and anti-fascism for the last 30 years. 
Prior discussions about fascism were mostly at professional gatherings 
discussing it as a political and sociological phenomenon, as mass psy-
chology, but for the most part not as something that was becoming 
relevant again.

To discuss fascism in relation to the present day, there are two aspects 
of fascism that could be highlighted: -fascism coming to power, World 
War II, the crimes committed; -essential characteristics of fascism in 
its various stages.

These two aspects are interconnected. The attitudes represented by 
fascism, and especially Nazism, as fascism’s most virulent form, led to 
both crime and war. They are also connected by present-day revisionists 
who, on the one hand, downplay the crimes–in Croatia the crimes of 
the Ustasha movement–and on the other hand, often express views 
characteristic of fascism. The connection is clear; if there were no crimes, 
then neither the extreme nationalism of the Ustasha movement, which 
was the ideological basis for those crimes and which in many ways 
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these revisionists represent today, can be condemned. On the other 
hand, given that the name ‘fascism’ carries a widely accepted negative 
connotation, the apologists of the Ustasha movement in Croatia have 
been known to claim that the movement was not fascism. The truth is 
the Ustasha movement was even more radical than Italian fascism. In 
fact, with its racial laws and concentration camps, it was much closer 
to Nazism. The fact is that Jews and Serbs fled to the part of Croatia 
occupied by fascist Italy from the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) 
just to save their lives.

All those regimes, whose role model was Italian fascism, are collo-
quially known as ‘fascisms’, although Nazism ‘exceeded’ its initial model 
to such an extent, both by the success in imposing totalitarianism and 
by the guilt of war and mass crimes, that some historians find that 
there are more differences than similarities between Italian fascism 
and German Nazism.

Fascism emerged as a movement of radical nationalism in Italy in 
the early 1920s. It came to power in 1923, and in 1925 the founder and 
leader of the fascist party Benito Mussolini introduced a one-party 
dictatorship in Italy. In the years that followed, in several European 
countries, political parties came to power that copied the ideas and 
principles of fascism: from extreme nationalism, glorification of the 
nation state that fully and totally determines the life of an individual, 
to fascist symbols. That is how the Roman salute with the raised right 
hand, introduced by Mussolini, became a symbol of fascist regimes 
that included an utterance in the domestic language – in Germany it 
was ‘Sieg Heil’ or ‘Heil Hitler’, in the NDH it was ‘Za dom spremni’ 
(Eng. ‘For home (land) ready’). So much for the latter being ‘an old 
Croatian greeting’.

Regardless of the historical beginning and end of fascist regimes, 
the ideas we associate with fascism are much older than fascism and the 
reaction to it – anti-fascism. The ideas presented in Plato’s Republic, or 
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the ideal just state as imagined by Hegel, today sound like proposals for 
a radical fascist or Nazi state, having war as the ideal of foreign policy 
and requiring absolute obedience to the state as the basic principle of 
domestic policy, ultimately providing education that glorifies violence 
and despises compassion as an expression of weakness, constantly forging 
external and internal enemies, and encouraging intolerance towards 
some minorities that such a regime both discriminates against and, at 
the same time, declares as a threat to the majority.

Thus enumerated and stripped, with no patriotic packaging in which 
they are normally served, these ideas are repulsive and frightening. It 
must not be forgotten, however, that throughout history similar ideas 
were promoted by many ideologies on a theoretical level, and many 
policies put them into practice. Fascism and Nazism were successfully 
imposed on a good part of Italians and Germans as a form of patriotism, 
a criterion of eligibility, and even a dominant source of identity in these 
dictatorships. The success of imposing such ideologies also had to do 
with the innate human tendency to belong to a group. At the same 
time, the ideas at the core of convergence become less important than 
the pleasant feeling of belonging. There are countless examples for this: 
from fanatical football fans to groups of enthusiastic believers.

Therefore, it is not quite unexpected that the basic ideas of fascist 
ideologies did not disappear with the military defeat of the Axis powers. 
They were suppressed indeed, but today, when the 75th anniversary of 
the victory over fascism is being celebrated, it seems that the immunity 
that the world acquired after 1945, by ‘recovering’ from fascism, has 
been reduced to a worrying degree. It was then that fresh experiences 
of how fascism began and what it led to encouraged the establishment 
of international institutions intended to prevent a recurrence of such 
developments. Some of those are the UN and the European Community, 
which began with the deliberate, small steps of economic cooperation 
between France and Germany, although the main idea was ‘Never 
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again war’, at least not in Europe. In the preceding 70 years, France 
and Germany, or Prussia, had fought three wars, two of which escalated 
into world wars, the bloodiest in history. The generation that emerged 
from World War II, with the horrors of Nazism behind it, had enough 
determination to create conditions that would prevent those from ever 
happening again, enough moral strength to set as its goal to build a 
society which would at its core have individual freedom, equality, and 
social justice. That this sounds slightly utopian today, that petty and 
selfish interests often do not allow the bigger picture and common 
interests to re-emerge even though they seemed so clear after the expe-
rience of fascism–is a cause for concern.

In the past 30 years, many people in Croatia and other European 
countries have expressed this concern. Finally, the organisation of this 
conference, Fascism and Anti-Fascism in Europe Today, was prompted 
by this concern. In his famous essay Eternal Fascism, published in 1995, 
the Italian writer Umberto Eco warns of societal phenomena that are 
not fascism per se, but are compatible with it and could, according to 
Eco, represent the core around which fascism would begin to emerge.

For all the phenomena that Eco warns of, exactly 14 of them, con-
vincing examples can be found in Croatia; populist mythologizing of a 
nation that expresses its will through a leader, fear of diversity, rejection 
of the accomplishments of the Enlightenment, pronounced nationalism, 
and obsession with external and internal enemies. One of the tenden-
cies that Eco does not specify explicitly, and which has been present 
in Croatia since its independence, is the revision of history related to 
World War II, primarily that part of revision that is not carried out on 
the basis of newly discovered facts, but rather by concealing or denying 
undoubted facts. The goal of this type of revision, which is actually 
falsification, is to adapt the past to support the current views represented 
by the political option conducting the revision. And that these views 
should be of concern is sufficiently purported by the direction that 
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those revisions take – direction of relativizing the criminal character 
of the fascist regimes. This type of revisionism has been demonstrated 
in various ways in Croatia: from silent tolerance of the tearing down 
of partisan monuments to the shameful and, in essence, unconstitu-
tional decision of a commission formed by the Government of the 
Republic of Croatia, which practically legalised the notorious Ustasha 
symbol, the greeting ‘Za dom spremni’; from the financial assistance 
of the Government to the organisation whose activity is the denial of 
crimes in the Ustasha concentration camps, especially Jasenovac; to 
openly pro-Ustasha biased and untrue texts on the Croatian version 
of Wikipedia, which source of information use many students; to the 
example of history textbooks in which the People’s Liberation Struggle 
is hardly mentioned, and when mentioned–mostly in a negative context; 
to the extremely dubious claims in the education of children, such as 
the claim in religious education textbook for the 7th and 8th grades of 
primary school, ‘With Christ into Life’ (Cro. ‘S Kristom u život’), that 
atheists are to blame for Auschwitz.

One example of this type of revisionism is the European Parliament 
Resolution, ‘Importance of European remembrance for the future of 
Europe’, passed in September 2019. The resolution claims that the Third 
Reich and the USSR are equally to blame for the beginning of World 
War II. It does not take much more than a high school knowledge of 
history to conclude that this claim is simply untrue. The resolution 
makes no mention of the Munich Agreement, which convinced not only 
Hitler, but a large part of the world that western democracies would 
not respond to German demands for further expansion to the east. The 
question remains why such a reputable institution as the EU Parliament 
allowed for a primary-school falsification of history to be imposed as 
its own attitude. Why did so many EU parliamentarians, including all 
MPs from Croatia, support the Resolution? The Resolution constantly 
mixes communism as idea and Stalinism as practice. Emphasising 
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the importance of European remembrance, the Resolution in no part 
‘remembers’ that more than 20 million citizens of the USSR were killed 
in the fight against Nazism and that, without that fight, a united Europe, 
in whose parliament they now pass resolutions, would be based on 
completely different values than it is today.

This Resolution was certainly not needed to make an emphasis on 
the Stalin regime being totalitarian and committing crimes. That is a 
well-known and accepted truth established by numerous testimonies of 
victims and participants, as well as documents from that time. Certainly 
not by parliamentary resolutions. The veracity of a claim does not depend 
on how many MPs vote for it, but on the arguments gathered throuhg 
impartial research. The Resolution of the Parliament does not prove 
what is true, but shows what the parliament, in a given moment and 
composition, accepts as the truth. However, such resolutions affect public 
opinion. The potential effect of this Resolution has been demonstrated in 
the reactions of some politicians and some journalists in Croatia, known 
for their far-right views and the denial of the criminal character of the 
Ustasha movement; they expressed regret that the Resolution on the 
importance of European remembrance was not more widely publicized 
in Croatia. According to them, this Resolution shows that the blame 
for World War II lies equally with the Nazis and the communists. Thus, 
the Resolution is another piece of proof that if fascists are condemned, 
anti-fascists must be condemned in the same way, especially if they 
fought, as partisans did in the People’s Liberation Struggle, under the 
leadership of a communist party. And who, according to them, are the 
representatives of communist ideology in present-day Croatia? Well, all 
those who condemn their aggressive nationalism, who defend the rights 
of minorities from their inflammatory attacks, all those who oppose 
their shameless falsification of history and glorification of the NDH, 
all those who warn of the values originally defended by anti-fascism 
being endangered today.
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Liberté, égalité, fraternité (French for “liberty, equality, fraternity”) 
were the words standardly printed on French coin franc; they still appear 
on euros issued in France. However, in the time of the quisling Vichy 
regime, freedom, equality, and fraternity were not eligible; they were 
not eligible slogans for totalitarian regimes. And, consistently with 
it, the edges of the franc from that time read Travail, Patrie, Famille 
– work, homeland, family. These are the slogans we often come across 
today. Work, order, family and patriotism, whatever that means. For the 
extreme right, patriotism means openly spreading intolerance towards 
others, especially on ethnic grounds, or towards anyone different. And 
those who oppose the encouragement of such intolerance and condemn 
it as immoral and extremely harmful to society are declared by the 
extreme right to be traitors of national interests. All of this is not new, 
and it was perhaps most clearly seen in the European history of the 
first half of the twentieth century. It does not always have to go all the 
way; it does not have to come to concentration camps. But that this is a 
direction that Europe once barely survived is something that present-day 
Europe is increasingly forgetting. It is something that young people 
are learning less and less about, what forms ignorance in them and 
deprives them of the most important and precious thing that history 
can give them: to learn from books about other people’s experiences, 
about the experiences of previous generations, so that they do not have 
to personally experience them. That is why revisionism in the sense of 
falsifying history is a threat to future generations.
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Mirko Messner
Member of The Association of 
Carinthian Partisans

Dear comrades, allow me to comment on the European Parliament 
resolution adopted on 19 September by a majority vote. The revisionist 
elements in this resolution – denying the contribution of the Soviet people 
and military to the military victory over the German Reich, equating 
communism with fascism, denigrating the anti-fascist resistance in 
Europe etc. – all these elements do not only go against the historical 
role of the communist parties and nations who organized resistance 
to fascism in European countries. This revisionism is at the same time 
ammunition against all those who are fighting for social progress and 
equality between people today. ‘Against all’ means: against all left-
wing, progressive, feminist, social, anti-racist, and even environmental 
movements and parties. It is ammunition against anyone who questions 
the neoliberal capitalist order of society.

If this is the case – and there is increasing evidence that it is – then 
an even bigger issue is that almost all social democrats, green parties, 
and even conservative MPs, except for far-left MPs and some individuals, 
voted for the resolution.

We, fighter organizations, are in principle above partisan politics. 
So is ours in Carinthia. We have ties with anti-fascists in left-wing and 
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other parties. Therefore, we invite you: let us make use of those ties, 
let us ask our friends from social democratic, green, and even citizens’ 
communities, what their European Parliament MPs were thinking 
when they voted in favour of this resolution. And let us link this issue 
with a demand that they rectify their mistake by advocating a European 
law banning neo-Nazi activity across the continent. Incidentally, that is 
also in line with similar UN resolutions.

We are aware, of course, that laws alone will not prevent the rise of 
neo-fascism. That calls for broader social, cultural and political efforts 
by progressive civil society and states. In this context, legislation is an 
important aid that must not be underestimated in any way.

An impressive European Parliament building stands in Brussels, 
named after Altiero Spinelli, an Italian communist and anti-fascist, one 
of the champions of European integration. Let us use all in our power 
to make Europe aware again of its anti-fascist roots. Let us not allow 
those roots to be buried under the dirt of a new cold war, revisionism 
and neo-fascism.

In that regard, thank you kindly for your attention, and many thanks 
to the organizers for this congress.
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Ibrahim Ćomić
President of The Association of 
veterans of the People’s Liberation 
& Antifascist War of Bosnia & 
Herzegovina in Sarajevo Canton

I will reformulate Marx’s words: ‘A spectre is haunting Europe – the 
spectre of neo-fascism.’

I will not speak about fascism and Nazism both having been con-
ceived in Europe. That is a well-known and previously stated fact.

I will remind you of the fact that relations between states in the world, 
even within states, are based on a hegemony conditioned by the degree 
of societal development, as well as the resistance of the subordinated. 
Humans have an irresistible desire to dominate and possess both other 
countries and their own people. Abuse is utilised by politics, religion, 
nation and any other means that can serve that purpose.

On these grounds, nationalism and chauvinism, racism and Nazism, 
i.e. fascism, has developed, changing its form throughout the course 
of history, at times smouldering, at other times bursting into flame.

That flame engulfed Bosnia and Herzegovina in the early 1990s and 
continues to this day. Bosnia and Herzegovina has been attacked by its 
neighbours, by Europe, with strong support of religious and national 
schism. Hegemony is exhibited by the Milošević and Tuđman regimes, 
expanding into part of the territory of the internationally recognized 
state of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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Patriots put up resistance to the outside aggression and internal 
national chauvinists. In the plain sight of Europe and the world, one of 
the oldest countries was attacked and left to bleed for four years, with 
unprecedented crimes and genocide.

In Bosnia and Herzegovina the war still goes on, but it is being 
fought through other means. There was only one good thing about 
Dayton – it stopped the war, but the rest has been like a straitjacket. 
The new state of affairs, with the imposed constitution, lack of many 
laws for preservation of democracy and prevention of the activities of 
neo-fascist organizations and associations, leads to further disintegration 
of the basic connective tissue of this thousand-year-old country. It is not 
punishable to put on an Ustasha uniform in southwestern Herzegovina 
and arrive in Bleiburg wearing it. Without any issues, Serbian citizens 
put on their Chetnik uniforms and, for example, celebrate the Chetnik 
Ravna Gora Movement. In Mostar, in several towns in Republika Srpska, 
in Sarajevo, streets or public institutions bear the names of convicted 
war criminals from World War II.

Unobstructed operation of ‘two schools under one roof ’.
In Mostar, there are many young people who live behind an invisible 

border and have never set foot in the other part of the city, who have 
never crossed the Old Bridge.

It appears that retrograde forces, whose abundance and programmes 
are not negligible, are making a rematch, revenge and those defeated 
in 1945 continue the battle with individuals, using drastic deceits and 
heinous lies.

National parties remain in power by protecting the nationalist ide-
ology of brutality, thereby manipulating their people by radiating fear 
and danger from ‘the “other” and the different’.

And so it has gone on for 30 years.
Bosnia and Herzegovina’s centuries-old history is characterized by 

the coexistence and good neighbourly relations of all its inhabitants of 
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different religions and nations. They lived together, fought together 
against all attacks on their common land, they were born and they 
died on the same soil, the noble ‘Bošnjani’ (Bosnians).

The awakening of nationalism, with an increased influence of cler-
ico-nationalists in all three nations, has led to hitherto unknown divisions 
in the last 200 years.

The inevitability of historical events in Europe and on the soil of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina led to numerous conflicts, altercations, and 
wars. The last two were devastating: the 1941–1945 Peoples’ Liberation 
War and the 1992–1995 Defensive-Liberation War. Their fundamen-
tals are not equal, but the following is: both wars were defensive and 
anti-fascist. The country was attacked by outside aggressors and with 
generous involvement of local fascists.

The politics that started the wars in the 1990s is still in power today. 
It never confessed to its criminal activity, crimes against ‘the “other” 
and the different’, nor told its people the truth and asked for forgiveness 
for the crimes committed.

This is the type of social and political environment in which anti-fas-
cists operate in Bosnia and Herzegovina. More precisely, in certain 
parts of the country. Where Croatian Democratic Union (HDZ) is 
in power, there is no organized anti-fascist activity. Some attempts to 
organize it have been stifled. Citizens do not dare to establish or engage 
in anti-fascist associations, fearing the consequences.

In the Republic of Srpska, the Alliance of Fighters’ Associations 
from the Peoples’ Liberation War (SUBNOR), derived from World War 
II, has a declining influence in nurturing and preserving memories of 
the Peoples’ Liberation Struggle. The Government has there formed 
its own Committee to take care of all dates from the Government’s 
calendar, with the participation of SUBNOR.

The associations of the Alliance of Anti-fascists and Fighters from 
the Peoples’ Liberation War (SABNOR) successfully function in the 
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cities with the majority of Bosniak or nationally mixed population. 
Success depends on the ability and structure of membership, but also 
on the local authorities’ (in)aptitude towards anti-fascists.

Sarajevo’s SABNOR, thanks to the above conditions, succeeds in 
being a factor in the social life of the Canton and the City. There is an 
Association of Anti-fascists and Fighters from the Peoples’ Liberation 
War (ABNOR) in every municipality, affiliated with the Cantonal 
alliance; all are supported by the local community providing them 
with – to be honest – modest budgetary resources. The main road in 
the city centre is Tito Street; Augustinčić’s monument to Tito at the 
University campus is always adorned with fresh flowers; you can buy 
calendars with photos of Tito at the Markale market and Baščaršija 
bazaar. Through projects, the Cantonal Ministry for Issues of Veterans 
allocates around 20 thousand euro to mark significant events from the 
1941–1945 Peoples’ Liberation War. Sarajevo’s anti-fascists organize 
numerous successful international anti-fascist events etc.

And despite many difficulties, misunderstandings, and disagree-
ments with the authorities, Sarajevo’s anti-fascists, with many of their 
weaknesses identified – particularly the necessity of modernising their 
work programme – manage to preserve the culture of remembrance 
of the joint fight of the nations of Bosnia and Herzegovina and all its 
inhabitants during the Peoples’ Liberation War.

Undoubtedly, Sarajevo is an anti-fascist city.
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Marjan Križman
President of the Alliance of the 
Associations of Fighters for the 
Values of the People’s Liberation War 
of Slovenia

The initiative of the associations of fighters 
for banning Nazi-fascist symbols

In Slovenia, we are witnessing an open display of symbols and slogans 
of fascism and Nazism, as well as the uniforms worn by sworn Nazi 
collaborators. In other European and non-European countries, too, 
there is an increasing number of notorious groups that identify with 
Nazism and its ideology, which is based on hatred of foreigners and 
social groups that think differently. It is interesting to note that Nazism 
and fascism are prohibited by law in their countries of origin, primarily 
in Germany and Italy.

The Nuremberg Trials of 1945 and 1946 were trials against the 
greatest war criminals before an international military tribunal that 
tried the most important leaders of Nazi Germany. The process legally 
substantiated the collapse of Nazism. After Nuremberg, more trials 
took place in Germany and a number of other countries, where many 
more Nazis and their members were convicted. Thanks to this process, 
people who started the war and committed crimes against humanity 
were punished in accordance with the provisions of international law.
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And what is happening in Slovenia? Slovenian legislation is insuf-
ficient, it does not prohibit Nazi-fascist symbols, nor do we have a law 
that would explicitly prohibit the display of Nazi or fascist symbols and 
slogans. In Slovenia, where fascism and Nazism were particularly cruel, 
the sensitivity should be even greater, because this was the evil of the 
last century that wanted to see Slovenians disappear from the map of 
nations. The suffering of the inhabitants of the Primorska region under 
fascism from 1921 until the disintegration of 1943 was especially severe, 
because fascists condemned and killed many patriots in the courts for 
the protection of the country long before the Second World War, and 
especially they removed to southern Italy nationally conscious priests 
and teachers as well as other intelligentsia.

Never again Nazism, never again war and enmity! People were 
convinced of this after World War II and lived with that belief for 
a long time, believing that all nations had learned something from 
that evil. Unfortunately–not! No one knows why our country shuts 
its eyes instead of putting a legal ban on hate speech, the wearing of 
Nazi, fascist, and Home Guard uniforms. Some time ago, a flag with 
a swastika hung in our capital, and only thanks to the disgust of the 
public did it mysteriously disappear. But to avoid any doubt–it did not 
disappear thanks to any legal provisions, as they simply do not exist. 
There is a rising number of cases of parades in White Guard uniforms, 
and we wonder where all this is going? Italy, Austria, and Germany, 
where fascism and Nazism had a native right, have laws banning the 
wearing of uniforms, inciting hatred towards foreigners, and public 
displays of the symbols of Nazism and fascism.

Therefore, a law must be adopted in Slovenia that will ban the 
display of Nazi and fascist symbols, which will ban the activities of 
extremist groups that train on military training grounds in Slovenia in 
home guard uniforms of former Nazi German collaborators and want 
to introduce a National Guard.
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The Alliance of the Associations of Fighters for the Values of the 
People’s Liberation Struggle of Slovenia opened a public debate on this 
issue and organised round tables throughout the country. The response 
was good, and we also signed a petition. In addition to the public, the 
discussions were also partaken by historians, lawyers, and journalists, 
who helped to make relevant contributions to drafting the law.

It is more than obvious that things have spiralled out of control, 
that law enforcement has no grounds for action and that some want 
to take us to the dark ages of recent history and wash away the sin of 
collaborating with the occupier, whilst portraying sworn Nazi collab-
orators as a people’s army.

Slovenia is in the coalition of the countries that won the Second 
World War, and the presence of our veterans in Normandy and else-
where, where they celebrate the victory over Nazism, only proves that 
we have the same values as a freedom-loving Europe.

The fascist and Nazi ideology never actually disappeared, although it 
was defeated at the end of  World War II. These ideologies are returning 
to the everyday life of our society by modern methods. Therein, current 
topics are skilfully misused for the purpose of searching for the culprits 
of social problems. Such is the case, for example, with refugees. Always 
at hand are also attacks on partisan legacy, which some political groups 
diligently exploit by collecting pre-election points. In doing so, they 
shamelessly describe the partisan liberation movement as criminal, and 
the symbols of the occupiers and their collaborators enter our daily 
lives as if they have historically been the only ones on the side of their 
homeland.

This is, of course, complete nonsense, and today the liberators must 
defend themselves from being called national traitors, whilst the col-
laborators of the occupiers are becoming national heroes in the eyes 
of some. The advocacy of such views is not only reflected in untrue 
interpretations of history that destroy the identity of our country. It is 
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also reflected in the increase in media and individual daily attacks on 
the reputation of the Alliance of the Associations of Fighters for the 
Values of the People’s Liberation War of Slovenia. And every now and 
then we witness the desecration of the symbols of victory over Nazi-
fascism. We have already reported on the attacks on the monument 
to the People’s Liberation War in Jelenov Žleb, and in Base 20 and 
many other places.

Hence the Presidency of the Alliance of the Associations of Fighters 
for the Values of the People’s Liberation War of Slovenia decided to 
launch an initiative to ban Nazi and fascist symbols. This is not only 
about banning the insignia and inscriptions worn by the members of the 
fascist and Nazi occupiers, but also members of collaborating units that 
acted as part of the occupiers against their own people. The Alliance 
of Fighters considers such actions as inciting hatred among Slovenian 
people and spreading intolerance, which violates the foundations of the 
constitutional order of the Republic of Slovenia. This is not just about 
banning symbols, but also about the need to persecute hate speech 
and the spreading of intolerance among people. Authorities should 
ensure the immediate cessation and sanctioning of hate speech, which 
is especially present on social networks.

The Alliance of Fighters is shocked and appalled that it is possi-
ble to form paramilitary units in Slovenia, which openly emphasise 
the symbols of fascism and Nazism and other symbols that bring 
divisions into the Slovenian public and intolerance into our country 
and encourage the tearing down of the constitutional order of the 
Republic of Slovenia.

Therefore, the Alliance of the Associations of Fighters for the Values of 
the People’s Liberation War of Slovenia is launching an initiative to adopt, 
or amend a law in Slovenia so as to ban all Nazi and fascist symbols, the 
activities of extremist groups that incite hatred and undermine the consti-
tutional order of Slovenia.
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Branka Nikezić
Vicepresident of The Alliance of 
Fighters of the Republic of Northern 
Macedonia

Distinguished anti-fascists, wherever you come from, it is good to get 
together for these two days, and to hear from each other what the 
problems are. I will not talk about the problems or the history and 
development of anti-fascism and what we have inherited, since we have 
heard many presentations these two days. I would like to be specific 
and suggest something that, according to us and the Montenegrin 
delegation, should be an integral part of the declaration.

The declaration from this conference will surely be in the media. It 
will certainly be very meaningful for further development of anti-fas-
cism, and because of that, and also because of the current situation in 
Montenegro, I think that this gathering, this conference could include 
in its conclusions a sentence which means a lot to us. So, I say again, 
because we believe in what we talked about these two days and we 
believe in what we need to do next for anti-fascism, which must be 
the leading force – not in the former state, not in Europe, not in the 
Balkans, but in the world.

I think we will succeed in that. There is more fascism than there is 
resistance, and that is, it seems to me, the biggest problem. So, we will 
not raise guns, we will not organize uprisings, but we must, through 
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our actions, in some way make the world recognize what it is that we 
are dealing with.

I will say a beautiful thought, which can serve us in reconciliation, 
of course not forgiving anyone and not kneeling in front of anyone. 
That thought is: Each of us on the way will see a stone, come across a 
stone; it is up to us whether we use that stone to build walls or bridges.

I call for bridges. And specifically, what I wanted to say and why I 
asked to speak, planning on being even shorter than this presentation, 
was to propose that sentence, that position, which should be an integral 
part of the declaration. It reads: The participants of the conference, 
paying respect to the anti-fascist past and the European path, provide 
full support to the country of Montenegro in overcoming and resolv-
ing internal, religious and identity issues. You all know what this is 
about. You read, you listen, you follow. So, it is a moment when we 
can encourage what we are fighting against in Montenegro and what 
we stand for. I think that an appeal from this gathering can only be 
of help to us.

Thank you in advance.
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Dan-Viggo Bergtun
President of the World Veterans 
Federation

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you Mr. Chairman. I’ve been looking 
over the Declaration, which is proposed, and also the comments from 
Montenegro and we in the World Veteran Federation support it with all 
our heart. However, we know that the recommendations and declaration 
and resolutions are always just looked over by the authorities, so I want 
to make a point that we should make it stronger and we should finish 
it off, for example, that we demand from the European Union and the 
European Council and even the United Nations to take proper actions 
to fight against fascists.

And I would suggest to the delegates here that we must demand.
We are a strong group, we fight for the good and we should stick 

to that also.
I would just like to comment, as a curiosity, about the falsifying 

of history. It’s quite interesting, because it’s always the question about 
“you-point” – where you stand, but the truth is the truth and I would 
like to finish off by saying some words by Mr. Churchill, Winston 
Churchill, he says that: “History is going to be very good to me because I 
intend to write it myself.”

Thank you!
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Jovan Vejnović
President of the Working Presidency 
of the International Conference

Thank you for your active participation in the work of the Conference. 
We have worked truly intensively for two days.

I dare say and assess that it was not just empty talk – there was 
a lot of real content presented. From this content, it would seem we 
consider the situation throughout Europe, including in Croatia and 
in the former Yugoslavia, as being very serious. The situation requires 
energy, proactivity, and seriousness toward cutting off all further and 
deeper attempts to neo-fascisize this region. Everyone must be aware 
of this, and the most concrete action must derive from it to oppose it in 
due time. Let’s not go back to speaking like people in a desert, where 
there’s echoes, but no meaning.

That is why I invite all participants of the conference to present in 
their countries what we have done here and to try to convey the content 
of the conference to their communities and to have concrete action 
derive from it against neo-fascism, revisionism, and against pushing 
Europe into new disasters and tragedies. This concludes the conference. 
I thank everyone very much.

I am inviting the President of the Alliance of Anti-fascist Fighters 
and Anti-fascists of the Republic of Croatia to close the conference.
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Franjo Habulin
President of the Alliance of Anti-
Fascist Fighters and Anti-Fascists of 
the Republic of Croatia

Closing of the Conference

As befits the host’s representative, I opened this conference, so it is 
only fitting that I, as host, bring it to a close, and share with you a 
few words.

First of all, I thank all of you who participated in the work of the 
conference.

Thank you to all of you who came from neighbouring friendly coun-
tries. I am sorry that representatives of our friendly associations from 
Germany, France, Spain, and some other countries could not participate 
in the work of the conference. We have worked in a team that has 
produced useful results. We were effective and efficient.

I would especially like to thank the President of the FIR, Mr. Vilmos 
Hanti, for participating in the work of the conference. I also thank the 
President of the World Veterans Organization, Mr. Dan-Vigo Bergun, 
for participating in the conference.

Your participation contributed to the significance of this conference. 
This is also shown by the fact that the conference was well covered 
by the media. We had the opportunity to see how many journalists 
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and agencies there were at the conference yesterday, and how many 
interviews were conducted.

So, we awoke the media’s interest in us, they realised we had opened 
a serious topic, that we ourselves are serious.

Thank you for your participation and your contribution to the work 
of the conference.

I extend my greetings to you all until our next anti-fascist meeting.
Thank you all!




At the invitation of the Alliance 
of Anti-fascist Fighters and Anti-
fascists of Croatia, participants 
of the International Conference, 

representatives of anti-fascist, that is, veteran 
associations and organizations discussed the topic 

“Fascism and Anti-fascism in Europe Today” in Zagreb 
on 20 and 21 February, 2020.

Aware of just how serious this moment in time is, 
and not only of the potential dangers of increasingly 
present trends in many European countries, as well 
as of our responsibility to preserve and defend the 
historical truths and enduring values of anti-fascism, 
we conclude:

It is a sad paradox that less than three months 
before honouring the 75th anniversary of the victory 
over Nazi-fascism in Europe, there is a need to dis-
cuss fascism and anti-fascism in that same Europe.

It is undeniable that year after year, we encounter 
increasingly aggressive and more open manifestati-
ons of undisguised neo-fascism.

It is a notorious fact that the rise of neo-fascism 
has been accompanied by a process of degrading and 
demonizing anti-fascism and its values, as well as 
World War II anti-fascist fighters along with modern 
followers of anti-fascism.

It is unacceptable to reduce anti-fascism to merely 
the combatant one from World War II; anti-fascism is 
a much broader term, it is first and foremost a human 
and civilizational commitment.

Today’s Europe is built on anti-fascist foundations, 
a democratic order is inconceivable without those 

foundations, which is why undermining them is a 
direct attack on democracy.

Once socially marginalised, historical revisio-
nism has in recent decades penetrated into the key 
currents of the social and even political life of a num-
ber of European countries.

It is necessary to reveal, in a timely manner, the 
trends that want to return fascism or neo-fascism 
to the public and political scene through historical 
revisionism and give it legitimacy.

The penetration of neo-fascism, through historical 
revisionism, into educational systems, the media and 
politics cannot and must not be defended nor justi-
fied by freedom of speech or the freedom to express 
one’s own opinions.

Bias and false interpretations of historical events 
are extremely dangerous and completely unaccepta-
ble, as is concealment of proven facts and placement 
of notorious lies in the context of the renewal of the 
Cold War and the raising of tensions between the West, 
especially the United States and Russia.

Of particular concern is the European Parliament’s 
resolution “The Importance of European Memory for 
the Future of Europe” of 19 September, 2019, which 
sees the causes and motive for World War II in the 
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact. It is an extremely cynical 
claim, a forgery without any basis in historical fact. 
But its goal is not to establish facts, but to poison 
the current atmosphere with Russia and return to 
the bloc division of the world and all the extremely 
dangerous consequences that brings for world peace 
and stability.

Declaration
of the International Conference Fascism and

Anti-fascism in Europe Today



All attempts to equate fascism and communism 
are absolutely unfounded, because they are nothing 
but a transparent manoeuvre that actually seeks to 
condemn anti-fascism, whose leaders in a number 
of occupied European countries in World War II were 
communists.

History teaches us that times of crisis, like the ones 
we are currently going through, are very conducive to 
strengthening right-wing, even neo-fascist-oriented 
organisations and individuals, which makes the need 
to expose them even more urgent.

Patriotism is not, and can under no circumstances 
be, a justification for narrow-minded, exclusive, and 
xenophobic nationalism.

It is the task of all truly democratically oriented 
state authorities, independent institutions, and organi-
sations, the non-governmental sector and individuals, 
to not turn a blind eye to pervading neo-fascism, to 
recognise the dangers it brings and to mobilise all 
freedom-loving people, especially young people, in the 
fight against the evil threatening democracy, freedom, 
and human rights.

Things should be called by their real names, we 
need to speak out loud and clear, to be active today, 
because tomorrow – it could be too late!


